The epoch of humankind’s evolution thus far has been one of individuation, of our growing self-awareness, understanding and expression of the “I” that knows itself as “me” and calls itself collectively Homo sapiens sapiens.   New Thought has been a culminating factor in the fruition of Epoch One of conscious evolution – the 35,000-year unfoldment of personal individuation since the advent of Cro-Magnon man, which has brought us to the threshold of Epoch Two in the evolution of our consciousness.  In the new epoch just now dawning, we are becoming additionally conscious and expressive of the “I” that knows itself inclusively as “we,” and which may collectively be called homo custodiens.  

New Thought has the potential to be in the forefront of humankind’s shift to the paradigm of holism.  What is required is the planetization of New Thought’s perspectives, stated in contemporary language and thought forms of connectedness that are recognizable by persons not yet acquainted with New Thought, and which have resonant compatibility with spiritual belief systems generally. (See the series of articles beginning with http://www.newthought.net/globalizing.htm).

The operational paradigm of homo sapiens sapiens has been win-lose, a highly fragmentive paradigm of conquest and exploitation.  Under its spell we have “conquered” and “mastered” nature to humankind’s special advantage by subduing all other species and competing with members of our own to exploit Earth’s resources for localized personal, social, ethnic, political and economic advantage.  Ernest Holmes’ assessment of this paradigm was both metaphysically and ecologically accurate: “We cannot beat Nature at her own game, because we are some part of it.”

The fragmentive win-lose paradigm conditions us to think the world to pieces in ways that weaken Earth’s planetary metabolism.   It is not mere coincidence that the United Nations received its initial reports of ozone depletion and the AIDs virus in the same month.  The planetary and human immune systems are integrated in a manner that we are yet to understand.  Though such wholeness is cosmic by nature and universal in extent, the corresponding requirement for holistic living is as yet unrecognized by all but a relative handful of persons on Earth.

In contrast to the disintegrative win-lose paradigm of homo sapiens sapiens, the paradigm of emerging homo custodiens is win-win, an integrative paradigm of co-operative individuality, of humankind consciously working together in concert for the benefit of the whole Earth as a single living system.  The win-win paradigm conditions us to think the world together in ways that keep Earth whole, honoring and preserving the natural planetary balance that sustains all Earthly life, and thereby facilitating the restoration of Earth’s planetary metabolism to optimum function.  To quote Holmes once again: “Life is one perfect Wholeness.  The Universe is a unit.  God is One….  All nature waits on man’s recognition of and co-operation with her laws, and is always ready to obey his will; but man must use Nature's forces in accordance with her laws, and in co-operation with her purposes…if he wishes to attain self-mastery.”  The alternative to self-mastery in accordance with natural law is proclaimed in Thomas Troward’s assertion that all endeavors to break natural law, whether conscious or unconscious, succeed only in our being broken upon such law.

The paradigm shift from competitive individualism to co-operative individuality integrates the best of our self-serving realizations with Earth’s whole-serving systems.  In the new epoch, our individualities are synergized in conscious, co-creative social synergy.  Though separative aspects of our individuated consciousness are released, the positive gains of our individuation are conserved as we consciously align with the physical and metaphysical principles of co-operation that govern the natural world and cosmos at large.  As fragmentive win-lose thinking gives way to the integrative win-win paradigm, we cease our preoccupation with schemes of human, local and immediate well being at the current or eventual expense of all other species and less competitive members of our own.  We assume instead our transcendent planetary role of kinship with all life, by facilitating the inclusive well being thereof.  

The win-win paradigm considers our own well being to be operationally integral with lifekind’s well-being overall, thus honoring the self-evident fact that we are equally members of lifekind as well as of humankind.  Our further individuation is in accord with Earth’s co-operational priority: maintaining the harmonious interconnectedness of all things Earthly, thereby preserving the balance that exists within us even as we exist in it, namely, the balance of lifekind.

Lifekind, not humankind, is our ultimate Earthly affiliation.  Yet even as lifekind is the leading edge of planetary evolution, humankind is in turn the conscious leading edge of lifekind’s further evolvement.  As we realize that what we once impersonally called “the balance of nature” is actually the far more personal balance of lifekind, we awaken from the objective balance of nature to the subjective nature of our balance. 

Humankind is the only species that can both understand and consciously facilitate lifekind’s further evolution, or, alternatively, deliberately or unconsciously sabotage it.  We have involved ourselves directly with Earth’s unfolding destiny, via our physical impact on Earth’s biosphere and our powers of evolutionary intervention via atomic and genetic manipulation.  On a planet whose overall function is the diversification and enhancement of lifekind and the preservation of lifekind's balance, any species able to grossly modify that balance exercises a for-better-or-worse custodial role.  Having assumed such a role willy-nilly, we are now able to continue as lifekind’s evolutionary leading edge only as we live in congruence with Earth’s life supportive systems.  The alternative is to increasingly function as lifekind’s leading liability.

It is time for us to assume our conscious evolutionary role as the custodians of lifekind.

Given the implication of consciousness in our further evolutionary progress, New Thought’s contribution to our planetary role is potentially a pivotal one in the transition from genetically to noetically driven consciousness.  Homo sapiens sapiens is the creature of a genetic evolutionary leap, an increase of cranial and physiological capacities which facilitated the hand-y and linguistic manipulative abilities that empower competitive individualism.  The advent of homo custodiens is a noetic leap, an increase in conceptual ability that empowers co-operative individuality.  Though our quest for autonomous self-dominion continues, we now likewise evolve our conscious capacity for working together in “multinomous” harmony, standing all together as one on behalf of lifekind as a whole.  While our physical structure is not notably altered as a consequence of this noetic leap, the structure of our Earthly relationships is dramatically transformed as we work together co-creatively in shared consciousness.  The harmonious well being of all life is the consciously intended outcome.

Our noetic leap is already reflected in an emerging shift from goal-oriented to intention-driven consciousness, as well as in such concepts as “balance of lifekind, “co-operation,” “co-creation,” “conscious evolution” and “common ground.”  (Once again, it is no mere coincidence that many of our newer thought forms take linguistic expression in words beginning with the prefixes “co-”, “con-” and “com-”, all of which designate interrelationship.)
Among the earlier contributors to the noetic leap from competitive individualism to co-operative individuality are several persons whose insights are incorporated into the New Epochal Studies Program: Marshall McLuhan (http://www.mcluhanmedia.com/), Buckminster Fuller (http://www.bfi.org/), Alan Watts (http://www.alanwatts.com/), and Nobel laureates Ilya Prigogine (http://order.ph.utexas.edu/) and David Bohm (http://world.std.com/~lo/bohm/0000.html).  The Program also incorporates the insights of numerous contemporary paradigm shifters, including Barbara Marx Hubbard (http://www.celenet.org/mindofscience/universalhuman.htm), Peter Russell (http://www.peterussell.com/index2.html), Kevin Kelly (http://staff.hotwired.com/kevin/) and Ken Wilbur (http://www.wie.org/j12/wilber.html).  
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