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	This course is an adventure in collaborative learning and the generation of new knowledge.  Our learning will be collaborative insofar as we share information concerning our respective experiences of and perspectives on forgiveness.  And new knowledge will be generated whenever someone’s information and/or perspective intersects meaningfully with someone else’s experience.
 

In other words, what makes this course work is the intersection of information and experience.  Unfortunately, this intersection tends to be fraught with collisions unless our information is driven carefully.  
 

Safe driving on any information highway is guaranteed only as we practice the “rules of the road,” which include the following:
 

1.   Give options, not advice.
We all tend to have a built-in resistance to being told what we should do.  As a consequence, “shoulding” on each other tends to prevent learning rather than facilitate it.  What therefore seems to work best in this course is to share our information (whether it be fact or opinion) in terms of options for one another’s consideration rather than as the giving of advice.  
 

2.   Provide perspectives, not answers.
Someone has written a book entitled The Question to All Your Answers, thereby acknowledging that every answer is questionable. The moment I have an answer, I can no longer learn from the question that it has thus put an end to.  Sharing our information and opinions as perspectives that we value rather than as final answers for others’ acceptance will also tend to prevent collisions in this course’s intersection of information and experience.
 

3.  Can you think of other useful "rules of the road" for this course? If so, click on the "Reply to this message" icon (the one with the red arrow) at the top right of this post to add your response.


