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~~~~~~
Insofar as we in New Thought perceive ourselves to be God in action, we thereby commit ourselves to an environmental role of planetary custodianship – an all-inclusive commission that is both metaphysical and evolutionary:

· Our metaphysical commission is represented by the Biblical creation story in God’s commandment to be planetary caretakers: “replenish the earth” (Genesis 1:28; 9:1).

· Our evolutionary commission is represented by humanity’s collective global emergence as a geological force that is transforming the course of our planet’s unfolding destiny.

Our commission to be planetary caretakers is ordained by our creature-hood in the image and likeness of God. Since we cannot exist apart from God, we are spiritually created in the image and likeness of universal inclusivity. And since neither can our earthly creature-hood exist apart from Earth’s ecology, we are evolutionarily created in the image and likeness of planetary inclusivity.
In other words:

· As metaphysical beings we come upon the Earth as its custodians. 

· As evolving beings we come out of the Earth as lifekind’s frontier species.

In our custodianship of the Earth as its frontier species, we are at once the keepers of the kinship of all that lives and the caretakers of the kindom that makes all living kinship possible. Because we are collectively the progeny of planetary lifekind overall, and are only secondarily individual offspring of human lifekind in particular, what we impose on lifekind’s kindom we likewise impose upon ourselves. Accordingly, we serve our human kinship only as well as we serve the all-inclusive kinship of lifekind in which we are inescapably immersed. 

Nonetheless, what is presently being wrought by collective humankind is fraught with utter disregard for the ongoing vitality of the living kindom that sustains us. Rather then honoring our metaphysical commission by replenishing the Earth, we are instead rapidly depleting its vitality. In short, humankind is collectively behaving as an evolutionary weapon of mass destruction.
Although New Thought guides us splendidly concerning our well-being as caretakers of our individual selves, with one notable exception it provides no metaphysical insight on our collective human role as planetary caretakers. It its preoccupation with our individuation of Spirit’s unity in part, New Thought leaves unaddressed the common unity of Spirit’s kindom as a whole.  

The notable exception is Ernest Holmes’ proclamation: “It would be wonderful indeed if a group of persons should arrive on earth who were for something and against nothing. This would be the [highest good] of human organization, wouldn't it?”  This proclamation is a call for Newer Thought, which will do for our common unity in Spirit what New Thought has done for our individuated unities of Spirit. 

Being God in action as planetary custodians commits us to boldly go where no New Thought community has ever gone before, directly into the breadth and depth of our common unity. In our undertaking of this journey, we join in Spirit with those who have already recognized our common unity by acknowledging – as have the Hopi elders – that we ourselves are the people we’ve been waiting for.

In other words, we are the people who, at long last, are accepting our spiritual and evolutionary commission to be homo custodiens.
