NRT GRIST
humanity is now linking itself up digitally as a “neural network” that empowers us to function as a global brain.

The new activist is one who wields power by standing for what could be as opposed to fighting what is. -Marianne Williamson

Newer Thought is a spirituality of omni-mutual acceptance and inclusion of all that is.
Boundaries govern optimum inclusion – via linkages rather than blockages

Inclusion is the network of belonging, as determined by resonant and discordant harmonies.

A network of each in sharing with all.

Power draws together, force extends

Religious gluttony and spiritual starvation.

“God” is the “symbolic place-holder [term] for the collective working of all forces moving in the universe” (God Map)

A path to spiritual maturity.

Eventity: any instance of energy in motion over time
OUTLINE
Introduction

Inclusivity Is a Way of Being

Recovering Our Beneficial Presence
Part 1: The Tao of Inclusivity:  Omni-mutual reciprocity 
Part 2: The Way Inclusivity Works: Omni-mutual co-operation
Part 3: What Inclusivity Does: Omni-mutual coherency
Part 4: How to Be Mindfully Inclusive: Dissolving the Perception of “Other”
Burger King: Over 221,184 ways to have a Whopper your way
“We form a tapestry woven of one life” “We breathe the same air”  – NTMO Sunday song
His thoughts were slow,

his words were few,

and never formed to glisten,

yet he was a joy to all his friends –

you should have heard him listen.

-Author unknown

 “Who controls the past controls the future. Who controls the present controls the past.” -George Orwell 

This is a corollary of the principle that we do not pass through time, rather it is time that passes through us as we flow through now. 

In other words, it’s flow-ja vu all over again:

Don't ask how long I'll be here, we'll never really know.

The only thing eternal is the now through which we flow.

If you look downstream to see what's passed, or behind for future's clue,

you'll miss the beat the heavens keep as they go dancing through.
Yes . . . the foregoing juxtaposition of time and now is a koan of sorts, which conventional spacetime logic cannot fathom. The juxtaposition occurs in a dimensionality that is beyond the logic on inward-outward, upward-downward, forward-backward, leftward-rightward.  

The metaphysics of “flow” is allward.

Book Club
Check-in – what keeps me from being present here? Relate it to inclusivity.

Cheri – why is Sharif’s work important? – addresses how to be Spirit in Action as a community 

NLP

How to Behave and Why – Munro Leaf

TA for Tots –  

Maze to labrynth

Exchangeability not replaceability

Enoughness

Carter Center

Global Heart Vision

Criteria for spiritual community

Situation (where we are) – Path (how we get there) – Target (where we are going)

Cosmic big mac calendaring

A Global Path with Heart

A newer way of seeing

Newer Thought addresses the unfinished business of New Thought by addressing what ismcommon to all selves and holding the vision of a world that works for all selves.
· New Thought: What each of us has in common – a world that works for each of us – how we show up individually – how to be whole as a part.
· Newer Thought: What all of us have in common – a world that works for all of us – how we show up collectively – how to be a part of the whole.
Inclusivity addresses the greater-ness that exceeds the sum of the parts.
The top half of the cross.
Abraham – October

Deep sensibility

Workability: Tools – Spiritual activism

In other words, crisis is a precondition for change.  Only when people sense the need for a new meaning in life can major change occur.  It is time now to make clear the new vision of a unity-and-diversity world so that we can move forward to creating that world while there is still time.  In the next few weeks, I will articulate my understanding of that vision for your consideration and feedback.  I hope you will respond with your thoughts and suggestions. -Leland Stewart

The new age will begin when a sufficient number of men and women in every land and culture take upon themselves the burden people once sought to transfer to an Emperor, a Messiah, a dictator, or a single God-like individual.  That is the ultimate lesson of democracy: the burden cannot be shifted.   But if each one of us, in our own full degree, accepts this desperate condition for survival, that which seemed a threat to our further development will be transformed into a dynamic opportunity. -Lewis Mumford, The Conduct of Life, p. 120

Q: How do you think blogs fit into that community-forming?
"Blogs are one of the ways people with off-beat interests can find one another, share their knowledge, and communicate with people who "get them." The list of blogging topics is virtually endless. I've found blog communities related to almost every one of the subcultures in my book -- fishing, boardgaming, Star Wars. Once you find a blogger who shares your interest in, say, stormchasing, you immediately become part of a network of blogs by other stormchasers who also post their daily weather sightings. This can't help but make you feel like a part of a larger society who cares about the same things you do. In this way, blogs provide a sense of validation and pride.

By helping people find others who share their passions, blogs are also helping to foster a new form of community in America. Whereas traditional, old-school forms of community such as the Rotary Club and homeowners associations may be losing members, niche communities that form around passions are growing -- due in no small part to the Internet's ability to connect people. Blogs are an important part of that movement because they give everyone in the community an equal voice."
http://books.typepad.com/
God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the called.  None of us is here because we’re qualified, we are here to qualify.  

How will we know when we are qualified?

We will be fully qualified when we know all there is to know – not when we think we know all there is to know, rather when we know all there is to know without thinking.

All beings are interconnected and possess dual purposes. At the center of each entity, there are dual purposes. There is the purpose relating to its internal character (sung sang) that seeks the good of the larger whole, and there is the purpose relating to its external form (hyung sang) that seeks the entity's own preservation and comfort. -Sun Myung Moon
Gross National Wellbeing

TNH: “Deep looking” http://www.powells.com/cgi-bin/biblio?inkey=2-1573222887-2
Authenticity: http://www.mainstreetchi.com/forms/modern_mystics_brochure.pdf
Appreciative intelligence: http://www.amazon.com/Appreciative-Intelligence-Seeing-Mighty-Acorn/dp/1576753530/ref=sr_11_1/102-8048109-2970510?ie=UTF8 Berrett-Koehler Publishers (April 28, 2006), Tojo Thatchenkery and Carol Metzker
Appreciative sharing of knowledge: http://www.amazon.com/Appreciative-Sharing-Knowledge-Leveraging-Management/dp/0788021370/sr=1-2/qid=1157994328/ref=sr_1_2/102-8048109-2970510?ie=UTF8&s=books

True abundance is not about gathering more things it's about touching the place in us that is connected to the divine source of abundance, so that we know what we need in the moment will be provided. -Mary Manin Morrissey
Terrorism cannot manufacture fear where none existed before. It cannot force a peaceful person into unrest. It cannot make a loving person evil. It can only exaggerate, accentuate and bring up fears that have been hidden all along. We all have fears because we are all human yet we choose which fears to master and which ones to hide. No more hiding. -Rhonda Britten
Thought is the original source of all wealth, all success, all material gain, all great discoveries and inventions, and of all achievement. –Claude M. Bristol

Victor J. Stenger explains that the power of currently accepted models of physics arises from what he calls "point-of-view invariance," i.e., they have the ability to make the same predictions regardless of where or when an observer is taking measurements.
It is a mistake to think that writers are experts on the things they write about – at least, it is a mistake in my case! I write about things that I am still wrestling with, things that are important to me but that I have not yet figured out. . . . I write to explore vexing questions and real dilemmas, to take myself into territories I have never seen before in hopes of understanding myself and the world a bit better. -Parker Palmer

Thinking, feeling, and expressing are coherent.
People are united more by their prejudices – of every kind – than by any other common factor. –Christopher Hansard

Let us not take for granted that life exists more fully in what is commonly thought big than in what is commonly thought small. -Virginia Woolf, "Modern Fiction" 
There is no such thing in anyone's life as an unimportant day." -Alexander Woollcott
When we take it seriously, it surely suggests that we are essentially spiritual as well as natural creatures; and that therefore life in its fullness, the life which shall develop and use all our capacities and fulfill all our possibilities, must involve correspondence not only with our invisible and ever-changing [environment, but also with our invisible and unchanging environment; the Spirit of all spirits, God, in whom we live and move and have our being. The significance, the greatness of humanity, consists in our ability to do this. The meaning of our life is bound up with the meaning of the universe. -Evelyn Underhill, Spiritual Transformation
RDA on why we are here: to create a community of healing, growth and transformation, a place of service, giving, inspiration and hope. The realize the intrinsic desire of the Universe to know itself as each of us and as all of us together.

ONE SONG

All these religions, all this singing

One song.

The differences are just illusion and vanity.

Sunlight looks different on this wall

than it does on this wall,

and a whole lot different

on this wall over here,

but it is still sunlight.

We have borrowed these clothes,

these time and space personalities,

from a light,

and, when we praise,

we put it back in.

Just as one man can be a father to you

brother to another and uncle to yet another, what you are searching for has many names but one existence.

Stop looking for one of the names.

Move beyond attachment to names.

Every war and conflict between human beings has happened because of some disagreement about the names.

It's such unnecessary foolishness

because just beyond the arguing,

where we are all one people,

there is a long table of companionship

beautifully set

and just waiting for us to sit down.

            -- Rumi, translated by Coleman Barks

All ways of seeing are approximate. Each experience is an approximation abstracted from a larger context. We don't even know why scientific objectivity works as well as it does, he said, adding that if this workability is ever understood, such knowing still won't be the totality of truth. Consciousness itself is approximate, and our experience of consciousness is an interaction among approximations. -Geoffrey Chew  (see Poincare, Neibuhr)

Reality Revisited

Reality isn’t what it used to be.

-John Lennon
Genius means little more than perceiving in an unhabitual way. 
-William James
. . . most of that which is real is not conscious. –Erich Fromm
Ivan Pavlov, the Russian physiologist of behavior who made it probable that most readers of this sentence have just thought of slobbering dogs, also researched the behavioral impact on himself of drugs.  After self-administering a drug, Pavlov would sit with pen and paper at hand to record any alterations of mental, emotional, and bodily conditions that followed. During one experiment he lost consciousness immediately after taking the drug. Upon awaking he assumed that his only response had been narcosis. Then he noticed a brief sentence he had written while unconscious: “Think in other categories.” 
Thinking in other categories is prerequisite to thinking newer thoughts, and thus altering one’s perception of reality. One way to think in other categories is to think from the perspective of new words, or old words newly understood.
On behalf of facilitating the perceptual makeover that is called for in this book, we are using some words in ways will at first feel unfamiliar. For instance, we rarely use the word “reality” itself, or the word “real” which its root, and when we do use these words we always put them in quotes. We are adopting this practice in honor of the commonly overlooked fact that nothing can be perceived as “real” without reference to something else that is also “real”. All “realness” is a function of relationship. As a consequence, all “reality” is relational, and all relations are interrelations. And furthermore, all “reality” of which we are aware is likewise experiential.
Accordingly, wherever the word “real” would ordinarily appear in our text (without quotes) we are using the terms “relational”, and wherever the word “reality” would ordinarily appear we are using the words “interrelational” or “interrelationality”. 

Although this will require some accommodation on your part, once you do become accustomed to thinking with relational terminology rather than “realness” terminology, you will be thinking newer thoughts. 
Not only is all “reality” interrelational, all “reality” is likewise experiential. Experire
to anyone who has not experienced it,

Unpack the concepts of “reality” and “experience” 

Nothing is real to me until I have experienced it.

Some experiences are real only to me.

Therefore, the term “interrelationality” more precisely signifies that which we signify with the word “reality”. Reality = interrelationality. Hereafter, therefore, we are using the word “interrelationality” (without quotes) to signify what is conventionally called “reality” (which term we will hereafter use sparingly and always with quotes). 

All experience is of interelationship, by virtue of the fact that I am in relationship to what I experience. 

Nothing is “real” to me until I have related to it. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apophatic_theology
"There is that dimension where there is neither earth, nor water, nor fire, nor wind; neither dimension of the infinitude of space, nor dimension of the infinitude of consciousness, nor dimension of nothingness, nor dimension of neither perception nor non-perception; neither this world, nor the next world, nor sun, nor moon. And there, I say, there is neither coming, nor going, nor stasis; neither passing away nor arising: without stance, without foundation, without support [mental object]. This, just this, is the end of stress." (Udana VIII.1)
SELLWOOD
Emerson Institute:

Gatherings, programs, learning, and activities that are congenial to metaphysical, spiritual, social, and environmental inclusivity.

Living Prophets

Ervin Laszlo has been at the top of my global list of living prophets ever since I first met him four decades ago.  (and again in 1988 at a Smithsonian Conference on “The Large Scale xxx of the Universe” co-sponsored by a church in Northern Virginia of which I was then co-pastor, and by the physics department of George Mason University).

If I had had my way, he would have been featured at an event like this at that time. I had already featured five highly foresighted thinkers in a series that was also called “The Living Prophets Lecture Series” etc, namely, Marshall McLuhan, Bucky Fuller, Alan Watts, Constantinos Doxiadis, and Robert Theobald. The first three names are probably familiar to most of you here, and the latter two may also still be familiar to many you.

Committee 

It has been well been said by someone, and I quote: “In all of your parks in all of your cites, you’ll find no statues to committees.” 

– “minor prophets”
