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NEWER THOUGHT

The Metaphysical Practice
of Inclusivity
(Complementing New Thought’s

Metaphysical Practice of Individuality)
********************

The foundation of individuality is inexhaustible opportunity.

The foundation of inclusivity is inextricable common unity.

-From The Gospel of Yet to Be Common Sense
********************

This book addresses an emerging new paradigm of metaphysical practice presently being pioneered by the spiritual community of New Thought Ministries of Oregon, as proclaimed in its mission statement:
We serve God in our service to each other and our global family. 
We are Spirit in action.
Our objective in offering this book is not to present what we are presently required to know about in these troubled times, rather what we are required to know with and from in order to ultimately know peace.
********************

Rev. Noel Frederick McInnis

Rev. David Alexander

PREFACE

Why This Book Came to Be
In all of his bestsellers, the Divine has told the truth–

custom-tailored to the comprehension of the times.

Sand and Stars

Each of this book’s authors foresees the requirement for a globally embracive metaphysics of inclusivity that is generative of a world that works for all, a new metaphysics that we appropriately name “Newer Thought”. Newer Thought does not replace New Thought, and rather complements it by embracing New Thought principles within a more inclusive frame of reference.
The New Thought metaphysical paradigm sustains a positive spirituality of self-dominion, which since its latter 19th century origin has focused on individual concerns while only scantly attending to societal concerns. At the initial meeting in 1889 of what would eventually become the International New Thought Alliance (INTA), a session was devoted to “The Social Implications of New Thought.” Since then further INTA consideration of social implications has been approximately non-existent. Only with the formation in 1995 of the Association for Global New Thought (AGNT) was a societal dimension and expression of New Thought welcomed.

New Thought’s single-minded emphasis on individual self-realization still persists, with three recent exceptions worthy of note (and possibly others that have yet to come to our attention): 
· AGNT member-church participation in the annual Season of Nonviolence, observed between January 30 and April 4, the respective memorial anniversaries of Martin Luther King Jr. and Mohandas Gandhi; 
· the United Church of Religious Science’s “Global Heart” organizational paradigm; 
· the involvement of several Portland-Vancouver area New Thought churches in Sharif Abdullah’s inclusivity training. 
Such communal considerations represent a departure from New Thought’s traditional self-reliant paradigm, the individualistic nature of which reflects the Newtonian cosmological paradigm that shaped all thinking at the time of New Thought’s origin. New Thought’s variation on that cosmological theme correlates Emersonian metaphysical perspectives with novel mental healing practices of healing oneself with one’s mind via the thoughtful healing of one’s mind. In New Thought, “mind” is the practitioner of which Jesus spoke when he cited the proverb, “Physician, heal thyself.” (Luke 4:23)

In keeping with Emerson’s proclamation that “There is a single mind common to all individuals,” New Thought is a robust metaphysical greeting of that one mind that does not address the challenge of meeting as one mind. Hence today’s requirement for Newer Thought  
Rev. Noel has been anticipating a Newer Thought metaphysics since his mid-1960’s reading of Floyd Matson’s book, The Broken Image, which contrasts mechanistic Newtonian perspectives on the human condition with 20th century holistic perspectives on human consciousness and behavior implied in quantum physics and relativity theory. Matson’s contrast of paradigms inspired Noel to study hundreds of holistically informed articles and books written before and since, while rapid-reading thousands of others via the Evelyn Wood scanning method that he once taught. 
In the 1980’s Noel was inspired by a short-lived movement to re-language Ernest Holmes’ perspective with terminology more familiar to late 20th century mainstream thinking, to frame Holmes’ perspective in terms that he himself might had he written then rather than six decades earlier. The purpose of this endeavor was to make Holmes’ work more readily understood.
Mindful that Holmes had initially called his spiritual philosophy “The Science of Mind and Spirit,” and subsequently dropped “and Spirit” in order perhaps to seem more scientific, and also mindful that anthropologist Gregory Bateson had since written a book entitled The Ecology of Mind, Noel envisioned reframing “The Science of Mind” as “The Ecology of Spirit.” He thought better of this, however, when a colleague suggested that re-languaging the Science of Mind was beside the point. “I don’t teach Science of Mind,” she asserted. “I teach the universal principles of truth as articulated by Ernest Holmes in the Science of Mind textbook.” 
She further suggested that rather than re-language Ernest Holmes’ perspective, it was more appropriate to fully honor his work as it is, and instead of re-languaging it to “go and do likewise” by articulating the universal principles of truth from scratch in present-day language, just as Holmes had done. This persuaded Noel to abandon the retooling of existing expressions of New Thought, and instead articulate the universal principles of truth in fresh expressions of newer thought. 
Nearly two decades passed before Noel discerned the most workable paradigm for Newer Thought’s articulation, even though it was already embedded in his metaphor, “the ecology of Spirit,” and had been central to his thinking since the 1970’s, when he assisted in co-founding the North American environmental education movement – the paradigm of inclusivity. Within a few months of his coming to this realization, Rev. David who brought to his attention Sharif Abdullah’s book-length perspective on inclusivity entitled Creating a World that Works for All - the “all” being everything that lives and makes life possible, i.e., the kindom of all lifekind as a whole, not a kingdom of humankind apart. 
As we and other members of the NTMO spiritual community began to immerse ourselves in Sharif’s inclusivity training, Noel shared with David (in November of 2005) his intention to articulate inclusivity in a metaphysical framework of Newer Thought. David’s immediate response was, “Maybe we should write the book on it.” We immediately agreed to replace “maybe” with “let’s do it,” though neither of us as yet had a clear idea of how to proceed. Our agreement was a declaration of faith in one another, affirming we both knew more about gestating Newer Thought than either of us did and would soon enough see together what neither of us could see alone.
Two months later, when David proposed “common unity” as Newer Thought’s pivotal metaphor of inclusivity, Noel’s decades of preparation met with their ultimate opportunity – an encounter that many will recognize as a well-known definition of “luck.” Only with the advent of David’s powerful definition of inclusivity as “common unity” did Noel’s 40-years of circumnavigation of the scientific, cosmological, philosophical, theological, psychological, medical, and noetic literature of holism begin jelling the insights that were bubbling in the wake of their travels through his synapses. 

David’s parsing of the word “community” into “common unity” initially left Noel in a state of transfixing awe comparable to that of a mid-20th century Native American who daily exchanged smoke signals with a friend on the other side of a Nevada dessert, and who on the day of the first atomic bomb test stood gaping in wonder at the resulting mushroom cloud, mumbling over and over, “I wish I’d said that.”

It was at that very moment, when the term “common unity” become the woof upon which we could warp all of our other insights on inclusivity, that our agreement to co-author a book on Newer Thought segued from principle into practice, and our composition thereof began in earnest (including Ernest). The result is a comprehensive weaving together of both authors’ perspectives into a metaphysical glimpse of universal truth that is tailored to our times. 
How This Book Came to Be
Although our aborning book is being drafted by Rev. Noel – this document being a portion thereof – it synthesizes both of its co-authors’ metaphysical insights on inclusivity. Hence the consistent use of “our” and “we” throughout. Whenever one of the author’s personal experiences is pertinent, we indicate this by citing his name directly or in parenthesis.

In keeping with the dynamics of inclusivity that Newer Thought is intended to represent, neither of us – nor both together – can give full birth to a completed Newer Thought metaphysics. We can at most germinate a seed of Newer Thought and nurture its gestation. Many others, beginning with members of the NTMO spiritual community who choose to become involved in its gestation, will facilitate Newer Thought’s timely coming to term. We are inviting NTMO’s constituency to participate in this project because of our spiritual community’s potential to originate a dynamic practice of socio-metaphysical born of the “I” that also knows itself to be “we”.
Insofar as Newer Thought is an intended eventual outcome of newer thinking, it is a process of gestating thought forms as yet unknown, or at best unfamiliar. One does not suddenly begin thinking with Newer Thought. Nor can one even clearly think about Newer Thought until one has first experienced thinking oneself toward it. Accordingly, our book includes citations of extra-dimensional experiences of inclusivity and statements of multi-dimensional inclusivity awareness, which we weave together with numerous other insightful glimpses, metaphorical terms, allegorical allusions, brand new words (a.k.a. “neologisms”), and existing words that we have uniquely compounded to convey the all-at-once-ness of the inclusivity paradigm. The consequent non-linear and circular expository style is the only means we know to effectively convey holistic perspectives that are still on their way to becoming common sense. 
Our style is in keeping with the insight of another 1960’s author, Marshall McLuhan, who borrowed Robert Browning’s famous line, “A man’s reach must exceed his grasp, else what’s a heaven for?” and re-quipped it with a literary analog: “A writer’s reach must exceed his grasp, else what’s a metaphor?” Whenever we are given (or conceive) a potent metaphor or similar turn of phrase, we take it as far as we can reach with it.
To those readers who may feel inclined to suspect that we’ve gone too far out, we urge you to hang in with us out there regardless, in the spirit of T. S. Eliot’s knowing that “Only those who will risk going too far can possibly find out how far one can go.”
 [Further expository comment on this book’s linguistic style appears in the “Concluding Metaphysical Postscripts” on p. xx.]
What This Book Is Yet to Be
It is community which enriches the soul.

When trauma hits, the spirit seeks its natural environment.

It is the environment of like-minded souls.

–Mitch Battros

Our book’s endeavor to address the trauma of our times is far from finished, and even when we are eventually able to call it “a wrap,” the formally published version will likewise be far from finished. As the history of all older thought has demonstrated, it takes a virtual village of books to raise a metaphysical paradigm.

In the meantime, since all of us at NTMO likewise know far more than both of us do, the authors are presenting this initial and incomplete draft to the “environment of like-minded souls” that comprises our spiritual community, whom we invite to join in creating a Newer Thought future, as once again we all seer together what none of us can see alone. The ultimate version of this book will thereby reflect the greater knowing thus harvested, in the spirit of Joanna Macy’s affirmation:

Gratitude for the gift of life is the primary wellspring of all religions, the hallmark of the mystic, the source of all true art.... It is a privilege to be alive in this time when we can choose to take part in the self-healing of our world.
Andrew Cohen has stated the challenge that accompanies the privilege of living in our time:
The spiritual challenge of our time, put very simply, is the demand to literally create the future ourselves. The structures of consciousness that lie in front of us don't yet exist and it's up to us as individuals, together, to actually create those new structures. It's a deadly serious matter. Creating the future at the leading edge is dependent upon each one of us waking up, transforming, and developing as individuals, and making whatever effort is necessary to transcend our attachment to the endless fears and desires of the ego, or separate self-sense. 

Traditionally, the spiritual seeker would aspire to become enlightened, which means to transcend ego, in order to escape from the suffering of this world and abide in the timeless ground of being. But enlightenment itself is evolving. I don't think that what the world needs now is more people resting in the timeless ground of being. I think we have to resist the temptation to get lost in timelessness and begin to embrace the overwhelming urgency of the evolutionary crisis we're in—which is a crisis of consciousness, a crisis of understanding, a crisis of development. Many of us can intellectually appreciate our predicament, but that's not enough. We have to bridge the gap between our capacity to cognitively appreciate the problem and our willingness to actually become the solution as ourselves, as truly enlightened human beings.

The “gap” of which Cohen speaks, the present void that we may fill as we become the collective solution to the disharmonies of which we are individually creative, will be bridged in our neural synapses only as we first commit to bridging it in our social synapses. It is in the construction of that bridge that we are inviting the NTMO spiritual community to participate, because awakening to a new paradigm can occur only as we awaken one another.
 What This Book Has to Offer
The illiterate of the twenty-first century will not be those who cannot read and write,

but those who cannot learn, unlearn, and relearn.

–Alvin Toffler

 [NOTE TO DAVID: Here will appear an overview of the book’s scope and sequence.]

