PAGE  

NEWER THOUGHT:

Practicing the Art of Inclusive Selfishness*
In the Beginning is the Word.

We serve God in our service to each other and our global family. We are Spirit in action.

-NTMO Mission Statement

Being “Spirit in action” calls for fresh, newer thought about our spirituality’s focus, for while New Thought attends primarily to the wholeness of our oneness as individual I-that-is-me selves, Spirit is also about the wholeness of our manyness as societal I-that-is-we selves. Accordingly, “service to each other and our global family” requires newer thinking on our part about the individual embedment of our interconnectivity within a multitude of mutual relationships from family, to planet, to fields of energy beyond. Newer thinking requires in turn fresh language for its expression. 
New Thought formulated a singular frame of reference to emphasize our individuality, with terms like “one mind”, “affirmation”, “demonstration”, and “mental equivalent”. Similarly, Newer Thought’s societal frame of reference is generating terms – such as “manyness”, “societal”, “embedment”, and “interconnectivity” – that denote the inclusivity of our inextricable relatedness to and mutual connectedness within the (to coin another new term) universal commonwealth of all well-being. New Thought terminology reflects the scientific worldview (mental equivalency) of particle theory. Newer Thought terminology will reflect the presently emerging scientific worldview of field theory.
Since words are coined only after a corresponding experience has necessitated their being called forth, new words have meaning only for those whose experience lends them significance. Stating a public case with words that bear no reference to the experience of those who hear or read them is little more than aiming sounds at an absent jury, signifying nothing. To previous generations Newer Thought terminology would have been meaningless to all but a precious few. Nor as yet may it speak to the very many. Newer Thought terminology addresses primarily those for whom the statement “We are Spirit in action” accords with their experience. .It is to such persons that our own use of Newer Thought terminology is addressed.
We urge you, therefore, to contemplate the bold-faced terms below in the light of what they signify in relationship to your experience, including their collective significance as an inclusive frame of reference.  Please allow each term to “sink in” as fully as possible, and return to this list as necessary as you re-encounter each of them in the following pages.
Inter-being: the wholeness of all that is, which is universally inclusive of what each thing is.
The universal commonwealth of all well-being: our nested levels of interconnectedness, from family, to planet, to the fields of energy beyond.
Inclusivity: conscious custodial service to our interconnectedness.
The I-that-is-me self: the individuated self of each being.

The I-that-is-we self: the inclusive self of mutual being.

Integrity: the coherence of authentic selfhood, both of the I-that-is-me and the I-that-is-we.

The integral principle: the universal foundation of all coherence.
Selfishness: the mindful preservation of authentic selfhood.

Whole-self being: the expression of one’s innate, organic state of coherent well-being.
Role-self being: the expression of one’s acquired (via learning and example) functional state(s) of mind.
Self-dominion: inner sovereignty.
*The word “selfishness” as used herein signifies “preservation of authentic selfhood,”
which is the essence of maintaining the coherence of one’s integrity.

Situational field: the interactive realm of one’s contingent individual and societal circumstances.
Perceptual field: that portion of one’s situational field of which one is aware.
Perceptual makeover: the renovation of one’s perceptual field.
Enlightenment: freedom from individual and societal contradictions.
Beneficial presence: the expression of one’s being that most coherently serves all concerned.
The balance of lifekind: the omni-mutual kindom of all beings (a.k.a. “the balance of nature”).
Kindom consciousness: mindful awareness of the omni-mutuality of all beings.
Homo custodiens: the planetary care-taking complement to homo sapiens sapiens
While New Thought’s frame of reference is one of individuality, Newer Thought’s frame of reference is one of inclusivity. Diversity is an essential perspective on our oneness, while inclusivity is an equally essential perspective from our oneness. To the extent that our diversity is problematical, we thereby have a measure of our requirement for its complement of inclusivity. And until we allow our inclusivity to render our diversity coherent, the situational fields of our contingent individual and societal circumstances will remain chaotically turbulent, and increasingly more so.
The Inter-being of All Individual Beingness
There is one light of the sun, though it is interrupted by walls, mountains and infinite other things. There is one Intelligent Soul, though it seems to be divided. All things are implicated with one another. The Spirit that bonds us all as One is holy. Everything on Earth, under the heavens, is connected with every other thing. All the different things in the world are co-ordinated and combined to make up the same universe.
-Marcus Aurelius (161-180 AD), the last of the great Roman Emperors and the last Philosopher-King.

A single universal principle governs all that is, including all other principles. This all-governing principle is signified by the word “integrity”, and is therefore termed by us “the integral principle,” which is the universal foundation of all coherence. Everything that exists is coherent both within itself and within its situational field, or else is subject to dissipation. As Ernest Holmes proclaimed, “It is the unessential only that is vanishing, that the abiding may be made more clearly manifest.” Our most well-known scientific terms for this dual dynamism are “extinction” and “evolution.” 
Within the integral principle’s quantum field of coherence, as signified by such terms as “superposition” and “entanglement”, everything in the universe is interconnected with everything else. Each thing is ultimately co-mingled with all other things, as affirmed in poet Francis Thompson’s testimony, "Thou canst not pluck a flower without troubling a star." Nothing is extricable from its entanglement within the universally cohering interconnectivity of all that is. 
Though the integral principle is no more invisible than is the principle of gravity, its cohering presence is readily intuited by those who exemplify Vaclev Havel’s definition of education as “the ability to see the hidden connections between phenomena.” Hence the following testimony about the page upon which its words are printed:
If you are a poet, you will see clearly that there is a cloud floating in this sheet of paper. Without a cloud, there will be no rain; without rain, the trees cannot grow; and without trees, we cannot make paper. The cloud is essential for the paper to exist. If the cloud is not here, the sheet of paper cannot be here either. So we can say that the cloud and the paper inter-are. Interbeing is a word that is not in the dictionary yet, but if we combine the prefix "inter-" with the verb "to be," we have a new verb, inter-be. Without a cloud we cannot have paper, so we can say that the cloud and the sheet of paper inter-are.

Etc.

