Embracing Conscious Evolution

We are evolution’s way of becoming aware and directive of itself.
–Julian Huxley
[I]s it sensible to think that the vast cosmos was created for the purpose of producing happiness for a single species on one planet? Humans have not yet discovered any other species anywhere with the ability to plan for progress and for the expansion of information. Does this raise the question of whether we may have been created to serve as helpers in the acceleration of divine creativity? –Sir John Templeton

From a metaphysical perspective, the purpose of life is a life of purpose whose purpose is life itself. Life’s overall tendency is to evolve ever-greater inclusivity via the proliferation of diversity. Each of life’s diverse expressions further enriches its inclusivity as a whole. Among its diverse expressions is our species’ ability to be mindfully directive of life’s inclusive tendencies. Thus have met the so-called “missing link” between the apes and civilized humanity – and it is us.

Life embraces all diversity that reciprocally embraces and honors life’s principle of inclusivity, while diversity that tends to impede the further evolution of inclusivity becomes sooner or later subject to extinction. Since nature is quintessentially co-operative, its diverse expressions either operate together as an all-inclusive, single whole, or else cease to operate at all. Accordingly, the evolutionary journey is one in which nature’s inclusive tendencies eventually prevail over all adversity born of perversity. Perversities of human expression are not excepted from this rule, the tendency of which was acknowledged by Ernest Holmes:

Everything in the universe exists for the harmonious good of every other part. The universe is forever uniting what is harmonious and diminishing what is not.

It is the unessential only that is vanishing, that the abiding may be made more clearly manifest
What evolution unites for the harmoniously inclusive good of nature’s diversities is ultimately more abiding than anything it diminishingly or vanishingly excludes. And nowhere is the transcending unification of nature’s diversities more evident than in the evolution of what we call “life”. 

Life is inclusivity incarnate, and we are the only species that is capable of being mindful of life’s inclusive nature. Life evolves to serve its own continuation overall, and it is to this evolutionary service that our own diversities are called. In support of this calling, nature has endowed our collective consciousness with a way to be knowingly self-aware and directive of inclusivity’s further evolution. As Holmes also noted:

The first great discovery man made was that he could think. This was the day when he first said "I am." This marked his first day of personal attainment. From that day, man became an individual and had to make all further progress himself. From that day, there was no compulsory evolution; he had to work in conscious union with Life.
The purpose of our individual lifetimes is to work in conscious union with the principle of inclusivity that makes the sustainability of each lifetime possible. Our own lives are thus best honored by our fulfillment of life’s potentials for inclusive expression, rather than by our pursuit of making an impression. As Holmes yet further observed:
Man does not exist for the purpose of making an impression on his environment. He does exist to express himself in and through his environment. There is a great difference. Man does not exist to leave a lasting impression on his environment. Not at all. It is not necessary that we leave any impression. It is not necessary, if we should pass on tonight, that anyone should remember that we have ever lived. All that means anything is that while we live, WE LIVE, and wherever we go from here we shall keep on living.

We are life’s self-knowing of the inclusivity that it incarnates. Spontaneous evolution is becoming conscious evolution, and humanity is the leading edge of that becoming. Ours is the only species capable of mindfully knowing 1) that inclusive life-sustainability is evolution’s prime directive, and 2) that this directive prevails on an all-encompassing global scale. The principle of inclusivity is simultaneously directive of single organisms, of entire species, and of the kindom of lifekind overall. All other directives are subordinate to the evolutionary trend of lifekind’s becoming ever more knowingly purposive of the further unfoldment of its inclusive tendencies.

We are today being called upon, as Sir John Templeton suggests, to assist with “the acceleration of divine creativity.” Our evolutionary mission is to facilitate our species’ transition from homo sapiens sapiens to homo custodiens, in actualization of Julian Huxley’s assertion that evolution has found a way to become consciously aware and directive of itself, and that we are that way.
Humanity is just now awakening to its collective custodial role as a conscious instrument of Earth’s further evolutionary unfoldment, having made a leap of collective self-consciousness that Peter Russell likens to our species’ emerging role as a “global brain”:   

Imagine for a moment that you are a flea living on an elephant, unable to see the entire elephant and thus having no idea that it, like yourself, is a living creature. Then one day you make a giant hop, and you are so far away from the elephant that you see it for the first time as the live being that it is.

Humankind’s leap into space in the 1960’s was an evolutionary wake-up call to be a mindfully inclusive planetary intelligence, in vindication of astronomer Fred Hoyle’s 1948 prediction that “Once a photograph of the Earth, taken from the outside, is available . . . a new idea as powerful as any in history will let loose.”  That idea, in a word, is “inclusivity”, and ours is the time whose idea has thus come. 

When we view Earth’s photograph, we see “the big picture” of our planetary host as an inclusive living entity in its own right. In this big picture nature’s boundaries are seen to be inclusively co-operational rather than, like human boundaries, excludingly territorial. As astronaut Rusty Schweickart testified:

You realize that on that small spot, that little blue and white thing, is everything that means anything to you—all of history and music and poetry and art and death and birth and love, tears, joy, games—all of it on that little spot out there.... You recognize that you are a piece of this total life.... And when you come back there is a difference in that world now. There is a difference in that relationship between you and that planet and you and all those other life forms on that planet, because you've had that kind of experience.

Ken Carey has proclaimed the planetary significance of our arousal from our evolutionary slumber:
The field of collective human consciousness is now entering the final stages of the awakening process, congealing into awareness of itself as the organ of consciousness (similar in function to a brain) of a single planetary being, a being with internal organs of oceans, forests, ecosystems and atmosphere. Humankind is its system both for processing information and for directing its future development.
We who live today are poised between a world that is no longer and world that is not yet. As we take a firm stand on this cusp of uncertainty we are the early responders to Earth’s evolutionary wake-up call, heard a half century ago by Ernest Holmes, who had already discerned our custodial role as conscious keepers of our planet’s integrity:

The world is undergoing the death throes of an old order and the travail of a new birth, and whether or not it remains suspended in a state of indeterminate coma or passes immediately into the Heaven of Divine Promise, will depend entirely upon how many of its ancient corpses it is willing to loose. It is as certain as that the laws of nature are immutable, that some day this transition will take place, some day the world will be reborn, resurrected into a consciousness of unity, cooperation, love and collective security…. We are a part of the evolution of human destiny, we are a part of the unfoldment of the Divine Intelligence in human affairs. [This unfoldment] has reached the point of conscious and deliberate cooperation with that principle of evolution and out-push of the creative urge of the Spirit, on this planet at least, to bring about innumerable centers which It may enjoy.  
Holmes also envisioned how our conscious evolutionary role is to be exercised:
It would be wonderful indeed if a group of persons should arrive on Earth who were for something and against nothing. This would be the highest good of human organization, wouldn't it?

Our mission as the NTMO spiritual community is to be that group of people, standing strong in further empowerment of “the unfoldment of the Divine Intelligence in human affairs” while ceasing to empower forces of ignorance that seduce us into strengthening them with the energy of our resistance. For as Holmes also testified, “It is better to affirm God than deny evil.”

As we invoke Holmes’ vision of the highest planetary good in full fruition of our evolutionary destiny, the emergence of Homo custodiens will be at hand:

The future man shall be so far above

The race that walks the earth today he would

Appear among us as a god; yet he

Will be the common man; nor will there be

Such selfish aims as now divide mankind;

Illusion of false values will dissolve

into their native nothingness and things

Ephemeral and transient of this earth

Shall pass away, and by the second birth,

The field of consciousness shall so expand

All sons of earth shall reach the Promised Land.

The emergence of a humanity thus transformed has also been foreseen by Walter Starcke in manifestation of what he calls “The Third Appearance.” He asserts that it’s in every one of us to be the beneficial presence of “the mind that was in Christ,” embodying collectively as an entire species the so-called “second coming,” in fulfillment of Jesus’ commandment to be perfect just as the God that created us is perfect. It is no mere coincidence that in the Aramaic language with which Jesus taught, the word that we have translated as “perfect” means “all-inclusive.” 

We invite our spiritual family to join us in our thoughtful preparation of our book, in which we survey the implications for the New Thought movement of humankind’s emerging role as an instrument of conscious evolution. We will show how the testimonies of Huxley, Templeton, Holmes, Russell, Hoyle, Schweickart, Carey, Starcke, and a crowd of other witnesses are calling us to a profound perceptual makeover, a collective “change of mind” in which New Thought practices of self-sustaining individualized unity are brought to their ultimate fruition in our respective lives as we complement them with Newer Thought practices of equally self-sustaining common unity. 

The call for Newer Thought is implicit in its cardinal principle, as proclaimed by Ralph Waldo Emerson: “There is a single mind common to all individuals.” New Thought has grandly honored two/thirds of the trinity that Emerson thus invoked, “single mind” and “individuals.” However, the “common” part – our mutual singularity – has been largely ignored by most of those who have shaped New Thought consciousness.
New Thought’s paradigm of single-minded individuality focuses our intention and attention on diversity – on the things that make us unique and therefore different. This mindset continues to be vitally essential to establishing our self-dominion, as each person takes responsible charge of his/her respective individualized unification of Spirit. Yet it is now equally necessary for us to honor our common unification, because our individualized unities would be impossible of expression were it not for the mutually sustaining common unity that makes possible and sustainable our diversity, even as it transcends our differences by inextricably connecting our diversities into a single, coherent whole.
Our common unity not only makes us one as a global species, it also binds us in singular union with all else that lives and with all that makes life possible. Our inextricable common unity with all living creatures makes us kindred participants in Earth’s process of evolving lifekind overall. Contrary to our current prevailing perspective, the leading edge of Earth’s evolutionary venture is THE KINDOM OF ALL LIFEKIND, rather than (as widely assumed) ourselves set apart from the rest of lifekind’s realm. Only as we functionally co-operate with the dynamics of Earth’s kindom of lifekind overall can we sustain our species’ continued fitness to survive. 

Everyone’s individuality is compromised and at risk when we violate the common unities that evolve and sustain all life on Earth – the common unities of family, workplace, community, nation, and world. Yet never before have these common unities been more systemically violated by humanity at large than they are today. Accordingly, our respective individualities have likewise never been more at risk, as we ever more rapidly compromise our individual freedoms in fearful acquiescence to the ongoing conversion of our culture’s common unities into common uniformities.

We live in an era of increasing global competition among many conflicting economic, social, and political forces of common uniformity, advocacies for a variety of mutually opposing somethings, each of which is against everything that is unlike itself. It is therefore urgently timely for us to complement New Thought’s self-custodial metaphysics of individuality with a lifekind-custodial metaphysics of inclusivity. Our book aims to serve this cause by introducing the perspective and practice of a Newer Thought metaphysics of inclusivity, in support of the work of an exemplary early responder to Earth’s evolutionary wake-up call, Sharif Abdullah’s vision of a world that works for all. 

Because the spiritual community of New Thought Ministries of Oregon has declared in its mission statement a conscious evolutionary role – 

We serve God in our service to each other and our global family. 

We are Spirit in action.
–  and because the Spirit of our Home is planetary in its scope, we invite everyone in our community who would like to participate in the gestation of our book to join us in a series of dialogues over the coming months. The form on which to register such willingness follows.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
MISSION ACCEPTED
As both a member of the NTMO spiritual community and an early responder to Earth’s evolutionary wake-up call, I would like to participate in forthcoming dialogues that support our ministry’s articulation of the metaphysics of inclusivity called “Newer Thought”. 

The first of these dialogues will be convened on ______________________, and subsequent dialogues will be announced by e-mail (or by mail or phone to those without e-mail).

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
City, State, and Zip: ______________________________________________________________
Telephone: ______________________   E-mail: _______________________________________

