AN INVITATION to OUR SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY

from Revs. Noel McInnis and David Alexander
and the NTMO Inclusivity and Environmental Teams
As the authors of a forthcoming book on the metaphysics of inclusivity, with support in consciousness by NTMO’s Board and Inclusivity and Environmental teams, we invite you to read the following overview of our book and participate in a forthcoming dialogue on our project (time to be announced) by filling out the form at the conclusion of this statement.
Your participation in this project is timely because our spiritual community is pioneering a demonstration of an emerging metaphysical paradigm that we are calling “Newer Thought”.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

On Being “Spirit in Action”

A Time for Newer Thought

NTMO MISSION STATEMENT

New Thought Ministries of Oregon honors and draws from all spiritual paths.

We live and learn our spiritual principles with inclusiveness, compassion & joy.
We serve God in our service to each other and our global family. 

We are Spirit in action.

NTMO’s declared mission of serving God, one another, and our global family as “Spirit in Action” commits us to an environmental role of planetary custodianship – a commission to global inclusivity that is both spiritual and evolutionary:
· Our spiritual commission is mandated in the Biblical account of God’s commandment of both Adam and Noah to be planetary caretakers: “replenish the earth” (Genesis 1:28; 9:1).
· Our evolutionary commission is mandated by humanity’s global emergence as a terra-forming species, a geological force that is transforming our planet’s landscape and climate.
Our self-dominion as Earth’s planetary custodians is ordained by our creature-hood in the image and likeness of God. As beings who are unable to exist apart from God, we are spiritually created in the image and likeness of universal inclusivity. And since neither can the collective impact of our creature-hood exist apart from Earth’s ecology, we are evolutionarily created in the image and likeness of planetary inclusivity – the image of lifekind.
In other words:
· As spiritual beings we come upon the Earth as its custodians. 
· As evolutionary beings we come out of the Earth as its self-knowing species.

Our planetary spaceship is a kinship, and we are the keepers of its kindom. We are the only members of this kindom via which our planet is consciously self-knowing of how the kindom’s kinship is sustained. Therefore, by obligation of this planetary consciousness we are the keepers of Earth’s kindom – the realm of all that lives – as well as the caretakers of the kinship that sustains our planetary kindom in wholeness of being. 
Because we are first and foremost the collective progeny of lifekind’s family, and are only secondarily the individual offspring of humankind, whatever we impose on lifekind’s kindom we likewise impose upon ourselves. Accordingly, we are unable to serve our human kinship any better than we serve the greater kinship of lifekind in which we are so inclusively and inescapably immersed. 

Nonetheless, what is now being collectively wrought by humankind is fraught with utter disregard for the planetary kinship that sustains us. Instead of honoring our commission to be replenishing the Earth, we are depleting its capacity to sustain its vitality – and thus our own as well. In direct violation of our commission to planetary custodianship, humankind is presently serving as an evolutionary weapon of mass destruction.
Although New Thought guides us well in the caretaking of our individual well-being, with one notable exception it provides no metaphysical counsel on our collective human role as the caretakers of our planet’s well-being. New Thought’s preoccupation with our individuated unities of Spirit leaves unacknowledged the common unity of Spirit’s kindom as an all-inclusive whole.  While Ralph Waldo Emerson proclaimed that “There is a single mind common to all individuals,” New Thought focuses on only two/thirds of the trinity thus honored, “single mind” and “individuals.”  The other third – our common unity – is largely ignored. 
New Thought’s paradigm of single-minded individuation honors diversity, that which makes us unique and therefore different from one another. This diversity-honoring mindset is essential to establishing our self-dominion as we take individual command of our unique expressions of Spirit-in-action as Spirit-in-action. Yet it is equally necessary to honor our similarities, because our individuated unities are maintainable only amidst the sustaining common unity that preserves our diversity. 

Our common unity not only makes all of humanity one as a global species, it also binds us in singular union with all else that lives and makes life possible. Our common unity makes us kindred participants in the planet’s evolution of lifekind overall. The KINDOM OF LIFEKIND is the leading edge of Earth’s evolution, and our species’ participation in that kindom is dysfunctional to the extent that we violate the underlying unity that sustains the vitality of all living systems and the creatures that they in turn sustain.
Sustainability is not just a good idea, it’s an evolutionary law!

Everyone’s individuality is compromised and sustainability is at risk when our common unity is violated, and never before have the common unities that evolve and sustain life on planet Earth been more systemically violated by humanity-at-large than they are today. It is timely, therefore, for us to complement New Thought’s self-custodial metaphysics of individuation with a lifekind-custodial metaphysics of inclusivity.

The “notable exception” to New Thought’s lack of counsel on our collective conscious role is Ernest Holmes’ proclamation: “It would be wonderful indeed if a group of persons should arrive on Earth who were for something and against nothing. This would be the highest good of human organization, wouldn't it?” Holmes’ affirmation is a call for Newer Thought, a metaphysical tradition that will do for our common unity in Spirit what New Thought is doing for our individuated unities of Spirit. 
NTMO’s mission statement signifies our acceptance of this call, committing us to boldly go where no New Thought community has gone before, directly into the breadth and depth of our common unity. In undertaking this journey of inclusivity, we join in Spirit with those who already honor our common unity by acknowledging – as do the Hopi elders, the Baha’i, and the “Common Society” movement founded by Sharif Abdullah – that we ourselves are the very people we’ve been waiting for.
And so it is that we, as Spirit in action, are among those who are presently accepting at long last our spiritual and evolutionary commission to be homo custodiens, the aborning human species that heartily replenishes the earthly kindom of lifekind by creating a world that works for all that lives by sustaining the vitality of all that makes life possible. Because the spiritual community of New Thought Ministries of Oregon has declared in its mission statement a conscious evolutionary role – 
We serve God in our service to each other and our global family. 

We are Spirit in action.

 – and because the Spirit of our Home is planetary in its vision, we invite everyone in or otherwise supportive of our community to contribute to the articulation of a Newer Thought metaphysics of inclusivity by joining the ongoing dialogue from which it is emerging. A form on which to declare your participation follows. 
(Please feel free to take another complete copy of this statement when you tear off the form.)
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
MISSION ACCEPTED
As a member of the NTMO spiritual community and/or as an otherwise early responder to Earth’s evolutionary wake-up call, I would like to participate in a forthcoming dialogue (time to be announced) that supports the emerging metaphysical paradigm of inclusivity called “Newer Thought”. 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
City, State, and Zip: ______________________________________________________________
Telephone: ______________________   E-mail: _______________________________________

