Perception From Wholeness:

Being The Tao of Religious Science

The perception of wholeness is the consciousness of healing.

                                                                                  —Ernest Holmes, Seminar Lectures
The Tao of Religious Science goes beyond the perception of wholeness to perception from wholeness.  If perception of wholeness is the consciousness of healing—i.e., the presumed restoration of wholeness—then perception from wholeness is consciousness pristinely whole.

When we are perceiving from wholeness, there is not both God and God's Creation, there is only God as God's Creation.  There is not God expressing and something else that is expressed. There is only God expressing as all that is.  Such is the Tao of Religious Science.

Ernest Holmes acknowledged the Tao—the way of all things—by perceiving the universe as a dual unity.  When we perceive from the dually unified perspective of one-mindedness, there is not Spirit and its ecology, there is only Spirit as its ecology.  Accordingly:

•
There is not the cosmos and its contents, there is the cosmos as its contents.

•
There is not the universe and its galaxies, star systems and planets, there is the universe as its galaxies, star systems and planets.

•
There is not the Earth and its life, there is the Earth as its life.

•
There is not life and the creatures who live it, there is life as the creatures who live it.

•
There is not the nation (city, neighborhood, etc.) and its citizens, there is the nation (city, neighborhood, etc.) as its citizens.

•
There is not the workplace and its workers, there is the workplace as its workers.

•
There is not the sport and its players, there is the sport as its players.

•
There is not the family and its members, there is the family as its members.

•
There is not the church (club, organization, etc.) and its participants, there is the church (club, organization, etc.) as its participants.

Participation is never "and" to something other.  Participation is always and only as whatever is participating.

“By their fruits, ye shall know them,” Jesus proclaimed.  Participation is the fruit by which each thing is known.  Or as Emerson similarly proclaimed, "Do your thing and I will know you."

All that is can forever and only participate as it is.

Corollary: None of us can do someone else's best, and no one else can do ours.

Such is the Tao of Religious Science.

And so it is, always; and not so it is never.

Embodying God's Faith:

Applying the Tao of Religious  Science

to the Experience of Abundance

Some say that the foundation of our abundance is our consciousness of God as our supply.  However, this proposition falls short of fullest expression of truth by the misplacement of its prepositions: the "of" and "as" are out of phase. 

It is, rather, our consciousness as God of our supply that is the foundation of our abundance.  For when we are merely conscious of God, we are relating to God as some other power of Being; while when we are conscious as God is conscious, we are relating with God as a single, unified power of Being.

When we are conscious as God is conscious, our way of being and God's way of being are the same.  Thus the distinction between consciousness of God as our supply, and consciousness as God of our supply, represents a quantum differential in our potential to manifest—the difference between looking at God and looking from God.

Prepositions, because they articulate relationships, are the most powerful of all the connective words in our language.  Accordingly, no proposition is more powerful than its prepositions.  Ernest Holmes acknowledged this in his understanding of Jesus' view on healing:

When Jesus explained to his disciples that they had failed to heal because of lack of faith, they protested that they did have faith in God.  Jesus explained to them that this was insufficient; they must have the faith of God.  The faith of God is very different from a faith in God.  The faith of God IS God, and somewhere along the line of our spiritual evolution this transition will gradually take place, where we shall cease having a faith IN and shall have the faith OF. Always in such degree as this happens, a demonstration takes place.  We must believe because God is belief; the physical Universe is built out of belief—faith, belief, acceptance, conviction.  (SOM, 317:3/318:4)
Holmes' mentor, Emma Curtis Hopkins, was equally mighty in her understanding that we are to have God's faith—the faith of God—and that our consciousness as God of our supply constitutes our abundance.  As our perception of God becomes the faith of God, God's faith prevails in our lives.

As Mary looked beyond all ideas into the God beyond ideas she brought forth Jesus Christ.  As I look into the home that is beyond my ideas I bring forth home for the people of earth.  As I look into the God who is support beyond my idea of sustaining and supporting I bring forth the plenty I see as I look. 

The Idea is Not the Thing Itself

When, as metaphysicians, we accept indiscriminately that thoughts are things, we tend to confuse the map (our thoughts) with the territory (that which our thoughts are about).  We are thus susceptible to choosing the menu (our idea of what's possible) rather than the meal (all that is possible). 

Hopkins knew the secret of looking beyond the map to the territory, beyond the menu to the meal: looking "at" or "into" God deeply enough to go beyond all ideas of God to oneness with God, thereby to see as God sees.

I look beyond my ideas into the great Fact of Life.  This looking into Life, the great fact, away from my idea of life is the dissolution of my ideas.  I willingly see my ideas dissolved in my sight by the inner God of my Being looking straight out over the universe of God folding me here.

Hopkins described the immediate realization inherent in seeing as God sees:
There is a power of my mind called "looking" by which I am able to see what is beyond my thoughts.  While I am looking at God as One who knows nothing of supporting me, I find myself saying, "God is my support."  After speaking this truth I have new clothes, new home conditions, new strength. 

Hopkins also described the argumentative alternative to such "looking":
Now if I had spoken the words over many times that God is my support before I had dropped the idea of support and looked beyond my idea, I should have had to wait for my words to [fuel] my understanding.  Then my understanding would have looked in silent adoration at the God who is beyond understanding and I should have spoken the words, "God is my support," after a long time of waiting.

Hopkins then clarified the distinction between speaking God's word argumentatively and speaking God's truth declaratively:

I may look straight past all ideas into that which is not idea.  And then I shall be thinking the vital principle that makes health but never speaks of health. I am the speaker of health. (GSSS, XIII-IV)






The Abundance Trinity: Healthy, Wealthy and Wise

God is the speaker of health—not a speaker of the word of health, but the speaker of health itself—because God is the declarer of health. With God's faith I am likewise the declarer of health, and nothing unlike health is known by me.

God is also the speaker of supply—not of the word of supply, but of supply itself. The declaration, "Let there be light!" originated all of supply for all of time. Since every particle of material existence has light as its origin, supply in any of its forms is a form that is taken by light—including the supply that shows up as "health." And so it is that, with God's faith, I am likewise the speaker of supply. When I speak with God's faith, my declaration, "Let there be...," can only prosper as the form that my conclusion of that declaration proclaims, since nothing unlike that conclusion is known by me.

The ordering of our unfolding prosperity is clear:

•
we look beyond all ideas and thoughts of well-being and prosperity;

•
we see the cosmic abundance as it is, unlimited by our ideas and thoughts; 

•
with God's faith, we declare  unlimited abundance into our experience—though not into existence, since unlimited abundance has been, is and forever more shall be. 

When our prosperity is thus ordered—in both meanings of the word—we demonstrate as well the third quality of abundance's famous trinity of virtues: with God's faith, we are not only healthy as God is and wealthy as God is, we are wise as God is. 

God's faith, declared with and as the wisdom of God's way, brings into manifest form the substance of God's creation. As I declare with God's faith and wisdom, then God's substance is my substance as well, and it is likewise the substance of all those whom I see being and doing well.

The Science of Being:

Applying the Tao of Religious  Science

Wherever You Are

Although our spiritual intuition of wholeness requires no scientific evidence that wholeness prevails, it is nonetheless comforting to know that a "cosmology of wholeness" is emerging from the science of our time.  According to this cosmology, the universe is a whole system that governs its parts, rather than (as classical science maintains) an assemblage of parts whose separate actions just happen (by random coincidence) to "add up" to a coordinated whole system.  The universe, as some scientists are now beginning to understand it, is committed to wholeness.

The more we realize that the whole universe coordinates its parts, rather than vice versa, the more we also recognize a commonality of description that is shared by both physics, which is the ecology of energy in motion, and metaphysics, which is the ecology of Spirit in motion:

Our Age of Ambiguity

was heralded by the discovery

that the motion of atomic particles

cannot be fully comprehended:

we cannot determine their velocity

without altering their course of travel;

nor can we determine their course of travel

without altering their speed.

The metaphysics of shifts in consciousness 

is no more certain than the physics of quantum leaps.

Should we, for instance, attempt to determine love's velocity


(how much do you love me?)

then loving's flow will tend elsewhere to go.

Or should we attempt instead to plot love's course


(will you always love me?)

we shall only take our sails out of its wind.

The ultimate science, 

whether of motion or emotion,

is the art of just being with 

what is.

The Finishing Touch:

Applying the Tao of Religious  Science

Wherever You Are Not

Those who are new to the Science of Mind often raise a question like the following:  "If we were truly 'whole, complete and perfect,' there would be nothing left for us to do.  Yet isn't everyone here to complete something?"

It is helpful to remember, in the face of this question, what science tells us about matter and energy.  Neither matter nor energy can be created or destroyed.  They may be transformed, even into one another, yet all the energy/matter that ever was and will be has always existed from the moment of Creation.  In other words, the non-local universe is complete!

Nowhere, however, is the universe locally finished with the process of expressing its wholeness, completeness and perfection. And as local expressions of the non-local wholeness completion and perfection, neither is any of us a finished expression.  Like the flower seed that has yet to be planted, like the flowering plant that has yet to blossom, like the fresh blossoms that have yet to form new seeds, we are at no point finished with the expression of our wholeness, completeness and perfection.  And even when we die to our present form of expression, the seed of our individuality conveys our local expression into a subsequent form.

"We have a body within a body unto infinity," wrote Ernest Holmes, who also proclaimed "the eternality, the immortality, and the continuity of the individual soul, forever and ever expanding."

Though we are forever complete, we are never finished with the expression of our completeness.  Our completeness never runs out of new forms for its expression.  We are forever whole, complete and perfect . . . and forever unfinished as well.

While the feeling of incompleteness is real enough to those who experience it, so also is the realization that our eternally unfinished business is forever subject to the expression of our own, uniquely individual, finishing touch.

Today I'm feeling incomplete,

wondering what my finished puzzle is,

longing for a box whose cover shows

a pre-existing picture of my life.

Fitful


about feeling fitless, 

I seek to match the contour of my life

against the unknown nextness

that edges in on me.

I am alternately frightened and excited,

knowing that the larger pattern yearned for

will build upon the shape I give this day.

Making a Difference by Being the Difference:

Social Implications of the Tao of Religious  Science

Mahatma Gandhi once proclaimed that the only way to make a difference in the world is to be the difference one seeks to make.  Ernest Holmes acknowledged this principle in his distinction between self-expression and making an impression:

Man does not exist for the purpose of making an impression on his environment.  He does exist to express himself in and through his environment.  There is a great difference.  Man does not exist to leave a lasting impression on his environment.  Not at all.  It is not necessary that we leave any impression.  It is not necessary, if we should pass on tonight, that anyone should remember that we have ever lived.  All that means anything is that while we live, WE LIVE, and wherever we go from here we shall keep on living.

Holmes went on to say

It is quite a burden lifted when we realize that we do not have to move the world—it is going to move anyway.  This realization does not lessen our duty or our social obligation.  It clarifies it.  It enables us to do joyously, and free from morbidity, that which we should do in the social state.  (SOM 270/4-5)

Though Holmes perceived that we have a social obligation to express Spirit, he considered this obligation to be free of responsibilities.  He forthrightly proclaimed that “there are no responsibilities”:

The Spirit has no responsibilities.

The Spirit knows no want or fear.

It is complete within Itself,

and lives by virtue of Its own Being.

I am Spirit and cannot take on the fears of the world.

My ways are made straight before me.

The pathway of Life is an endless road

of Eternal Satisfaction and Perfect Joy.

My Life within me is Complete and Perfect,

and has no cares or burdens.

It is Free Spirit and cannot be bound.

I rejoice in that Freedom.

(SOM. 519/3)

How can there be a social obligation where there are no responsibilities?  How would Holmes approach those who inquire about the position Religious Science takes on social and moral issues?  Though it is a common practice of Religious Scientists to maintain that we have no position whatsoever on such issues, our position of having no position overlooks the most profound of Holmes' social pronouncements:

It would be wonderful indeed if a group of people should arrive on earth who were for something and against nothing.  This would be the summum bonum of human organization, wouldn't it? (Sermon By The Sea)

The impression of Spirit upon us inexorably expresses Itself in, through and as each of us.  And as we express ourselves for something and against nothing, Spirit, as us, "makes" the biggest difference of all.

On Being a School of Ministers:

Serving as the Tao of Religious  Science

The following statement was initially shared with my ministerial school classmates in the late 1970's.

Let us walk gently among each other’s minds,

cultivating harmonious rhythms.

                                              —Sky Garner

I have noticed that many of us come to the School of Ministry because of where we want to be in consciousness, not because of where we are in consciousness.  We come here because something in our life isn't working and we believe that becoming a minister will change that.  We come here to heal ourselves so that we may then facilitate healing in others.

I have also noticed that many of us come to the School of Ministry to get it over with rather than to get on with it.  We treat our time here as a sentence to be served, rather than as a period of service.  We are so eager to facilitate the healing of others that we shortcut the prerequisite healing of ourselves.

I have seen some of my classmates take every short cut they could find in order to get out of here as soon as possible.  Of these, the few who now have churches are playing the same stepping-stone game with their congregations, assuming that their next church—a larger one—will be the real thing.

I further see that our graduates serve their churches with the same attitude they had toward their experience here at the School of Ministry, and that they treat their congregation the same way that they treated their fellow students.  If they lacked a positive and supportive attitude toward the school when things were difficult and not to their liking, that's how they treat their church.  If they lacked respect for and an attitude of service toward their fellow students, that's how they treat their congregation.

On the basis of theses observations I am sharing a proposal that occurred to me when I read Ernest Holmes' statement on the failure of Christianity in the Seminar Lectures:

Christianity has never really been tried and no one really knows if it will work.  With logical reasoning we could see that it would work if it was tried.

Logical reasoning likewise tells me that Religious Science could do wonders at the School of Ministry if it were tried.  I've seen many individual demonstrations of this.  What I would also like to see here is a corporate demonstration of Religious Science.

The word “minister” in the original Latin, minister, means “to serve.”  I propose, therefore, that we cease relating with one another as a school of ministry, where we prepare to serve others when we have graduated.  Instead, let's relate with one another a school of ministers, and begin serving one another right now.  Let's be here as if our letter of admission was our first letter of call.  Let's be here as if the student body is our first congregation.  Let's be here for and with each other as much as we are here for and by ourselves.

When we are here as a school of ministers, we'll each have all the support we could ever want for making our lives work.  When we are here as a school of ministers, there'll be more incentive to get with it rather than get it over with.  When we are here as a school of ministers, our second church—the one we serve after graduation—will more assuredly receive the service from us that is in accord with our role.

Teilhard de Chardin said, "Nothing is precious save what is yourself in others and others in yourself."  Ernest Holmes referred to this preciousness as an empowering presence.  Let us be a school of ministers where each student is an empowering presence in the midst of all the others and where we will walk gently within each others' consciousness, cultivating harmonious rhythms.

A TREATMENT FOR OUR SCHOOL OF MINISTERS

The one and only Empowering Presence expresses Itself as me right now.  I have accepted my first letter of call, and am serving my first church right now.  I am in the midst of my first congregation right now.

In the silence of the next few minutes, Divine Mind reveals to me how I can best serve this church and this congregation . . . .

.    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .

I give thanks that I am empowered to be in the ministry just revealed to me, and I begin my service right now.

And so it is.

The Tao of Forevering

Now that computers can calculate with great precision the influence of very tiny variables, we can represent how an atmospheric perturbation no greater than the flapping of a butterfly's wing may initiate a cascading chain of effects that contribute to a change in the weather.  This is further evidence that everything in the universe makes a difference.  The cosmos is so totally co-operative (operating together) that the dynamic of each part ripples outward to infinity and influences all other parts.  Here is confirmation of the poet's testimony, "Thou canst not pluck a flower without disturbing a star." 

For butterflies, flowers and stars, and for everything else except human beings, such co-operation is automatic.  We, who are presumably the only expressions of the cosmic whole to know that the cosmos is co-operative, are also the only ones who can consciously resist co-operating.  Yet whatever local turbulence this may create, the overall co-operative design always evens things out.  Local turbulence is forever being reconciled to the greater cosmic harmony.

In contemplation of why the cosmos, which always seems to know what it is doing, would produce creatures in its own image of self-knowingness with the option of resisting what they know, one may consider the following:

Until the Original Moment 

when space and time began

God had no room for movement.

And so it was

in the beginning

that God spoke the Word:

"Let a cosmic playground be,

where all that is 

may know enjoyment

by taking itself lightly."

Thus was the Field of Play

brought into Being.

Seeing this as good, God said,

"Now let there be amongst the play

some time of rest from playing."

Hence began the periodic darkness,

whose service is enhancement of the light.

This, too, God saw as good.

"Now let the Field of Play be filled with players,"

God decreed,

and the procession of life began.

Seeing, still, that all was good

God finally declared,

"From amongst the players

let those come forth

whose game it is to write their own script."

Eventually the Field of Play

emerged as you and me

and we, God said,

are also very good,

good enough to write our scripts

forever.

The Tao of Re-Creation

(a.k.a. Salvation)

So precious to the Presence

is every bit of the creation

that even the least of these 

is eternally conserved.

Matter may be transformed

    (sometimes into energy),

and energy may be transformed 

    (sometimes into matter), 

but neither the essence of one atom 

nor of a single quantum

can be parted from the universe.

Like the hairs upon our heads,

like blades of grass and falling sparrows,

even the smallest vibrations are catalogued

in the all-embracing inventory of the Presence.

So cherished by the Presence is Its Creation

that each and every bit of It is saved.

The Tao of Al(l)oneness
"What is this universe?" I asked

of physicists, astronomers and others 

who daily strive to penetrate its ominous depths and breadths.

They told me of wondrous things,

of energies, of velocities 

and of distances measured only by time that I don't have.

And they told me about stars that have long since ceased to shine,

but whose prior light still serves to guide mariners in the dark.

Since I am a mariner myself,

constrained to find my way on life's uncharted sea,

I thought:


"perhaps the stars have guidance for me, too.


I shall consult them face to face."

And thus it was I found myself beneath a starry night,

surrounded by the rhythms of rustling stalks of corn,

of crickets and of other night-time celebrants.

I watched and listened far and long,

and marveled that a guiding star,

though dead, perhaps, two thousand years

could trustingly be followed by those who seek direction.

I consulted with the galaxies,

until I recognized that the sparkling far above

was echoing

in the pulsing melodies of the celebrants below.

What is this universe?"

     The answer to my question came in four-part harmony:
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The Tao of Response Ability:

We Are Living in Our Children's Home
     Earth is a single household.

     The planet's winds and waters see to that, 

     so interlinked are they

     that each square mile of earthly surface

     contains some stuff from every other mile.

     Some say the winds alone

     carried topsoil from the 1930's Dust Bowl

     three times around the Earth

     before the atmosphere was cleansed of it.

     Today, Earth's soiled air disseminates

     exhaust of billions of tailpipes and chimneys, 

     while the global network of her waterways

     spreads other human waste around the planet.

     As we alter thus the content of Earth's atmosphere,

     and tamper with the chemistry of her waters,

     we take her life into our hands 

     along with all lifekind that's yet to come.

     Earth is a single household,

     but the homestead is not ours;

     we are only visitors

     in the living room of those about to follow,

     caretakers of the hospitality

     and shelter that our children's home affords.

     Our children,

     not ourselves, 

     are the earthly homestead's host,

     and we are but their household's privileged guests.      

     Why then do we abuse their mansion so,

     as if we had the right to wreck their residence?

     What have they and their children done

     to earn a life of struggling

     to restore what we've undone?

     Of what crimes do we hold Earth's children guilty,

     that we sentence them to life at such hard labor? 

     And what are we doing to our children's living room,

     as we trample, scrape and pave its carpet bare?


Our children ask the Earth for bread.


      Are we giving them a stone?

the Tao of Lifekind:

Gaian Ecology

In the beginning (scientific version)

Earth was a sterile sphere 

of boiling oceans and barren rock.  

No living thing drew breath, 

nor moved upon the face of the deep, 

until the spark of serial immortality was struck, 

commanding: "let there be life."  

And there was life.

Earth's rock steadily eroded

while the soil of that erosion brought forth fruit.  

Lifekind flourished, 

and transformed Earth's barren surface 

to a thriving global household.

Should lifekind exist elsewhere among the stars, 

there also it must take exception 

to the usual way of things.  

The ordinary course of events is dissipation: 

    burning up, 

    wearing out, 

    running down,           

    becoming less...  

while lifekind increases. 

The command to bring forth life 

is stronger than our anti-lifekind blunderings.  

We have the power to eliminate many species

including, perhaps, our own. 

Yet the power of lifekind overall 

is greater than any force that we unleash.

Lifekind continues to flourish in 

   Hiroshima, 

Nagasaki,           

    Alamagordo 

  and Bikini. 

Such is the power of lifekind's wholeness.  And since we are the species that comprehends this power, we are also the species most responsible to this power.  Our responsibility to lifekind's well-being is in proportion to our response ability.  The Master Teacher put it this way: ". . . unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be expected." (Luke 12:48)

Our Earthly response ability is summarized in the commandment God gave to Adam: "Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion . . ." (Genesis 1:28)  When God repeated this commandment to Noah, subduing and dominion were omitted (Genesis 9:1).  Yet we've kept ourselves so preoccupied with subduing and domination that we've overlooked the requirement to replenish.  The consequence of this neglect weighs daily more heavily upon the Earth.

The remedy for our disruptive ways is to perceive ourselves from the perspective of Earth's wholeness.  From that perspective, our role within its ecology becomes quite clear:  we are the custodians of lifekind.

