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A DYNAMIC VISION FOR THE NEW CIVILIZATION

Part 1 – Crisis and Opportunity

The new age will begin when a sufficient number of men and women                       in every land and culture take upon themselves the burden people

once sought to transfer to an Emperor, A Messiah, a dictator, or a                  single God-like individual.  That is the ultimate lesson of democracy:                   the burden cannot be shifted.   But if each one of us, in our own full                  degree, accepts this desperate condition for survival, that which                    seemed a threat to our further development will be transformed into                         a dynamic opportunity.





Lewis Mumford, The Conduct of Life, p. 120

Today I am beginning a series of messages designed to give further clarity to the notion that the new world into which we are being born requires its own leaders, visions, and its own sacred centers, in order to give meaning and importance to its uniqueness.  This is not to say that the world’s religions which already exist no longer have meaning, but rather that this age has its own reality that must be guided and protected.  It is a reality based upon our universal heritage, so it automatically includes the world’s religions and spiritual movements.  It also includes modern science and its findings. 

Perhaps the most important part of that uniqueness is the birth of freedom and democracy, which is resulting in a whole new way for prophecy to be understood, as illustrated in the above quotation from Lewis Mumford.   Instead of having to rely on just one prophet who has the truth for everyone to follow, an awakening process must take place that has numerous prophets and an increasing spiritual power to transform the conditions of life.  This awakening process takes longer than for a single individual, whether self-proclaimed or proclaimed by acclamation, to appear on the scene.  But it is far more powerful and far-reaching in the long run.  

How do we know when the truth has really arrived and that we are on the right path?  Am I saying that everyone is equal with respect to being able to discern the truth, that everyone is equally a prophet of the future?  Not at all, since there are plenty of false prophets, willing to lead people astray if given the opportunity.  What I am saying is that there is a wisdom developing as we come into this age of freedom and democracy.  We must let that wisdom emerge and trust the consensus as to what life is in our time and in the years ahead.  We must learn to tune in to our own inner wisdom and to find our own sense of truth and love.

We are now in a most intense time of transition, in which it often seems that there is no way out of the condition in which we find ourselves.  There are wars, acts of terrorism, natural disasters, families that cannot stay together, declining standards in many schools, and the list goes on.  If we only believe what we see in the visible world, we can easily become hopelessly confused.   What we need to remember is that in every time of major crisis, there is at the same time the need for a new vision and a powerful movement toward that new vision as we create the conditions for its realization.  

In other words, crisis is a precondition for change.  Only when people sense the need for a new meaning in life can major change occur.  It is time now to make clear the new vision of a unity-and-diversity world so that we can move forward to creating that world while there is still time.  In the next few weeks, I will articulate my understanding of that vision for your consideration and feedback.  I hope you will respond with your thoughts and suggestions.

In the Spirit of Unity-and-Diversity!!!
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