Further Perspectives from Wholeness
Holmes perceived only Oneness of Truth as well:

The Truth is that which is. It is all that is.  As there cannot be something and nothing, so the Truth, being that which is, must at the same time be all that there is.  

Where is the Truth? 

If the Truth is All, it must be everywhere; being all, there is no other substance to divide it with; being undivided, it is everywhere present. All Truth, which means all power, must be present at all points, or at any given point, at any and at all times.

Has the Truth changed?

A substance cannot change unless there is something for it to change into. Since the Truth is all, it cannot change, for there is no other thing for it to change into; whatever is the Truth, then, has never changed.

(Creative Mind, p. 71)

Though Holmes insisted that there is only and always Oneness, he did not deny our experience of twoness, which he deemed to be a co-operative “dual unity” rather than a competitive duality. He was thereby in accord with philosopher-geometer R. Buckminster (“Bucky”) Fuller’s proclamation that “Unity is always plural, and at minimum two.” Both in New Thought philosophy and Fuller’s geometry, plurality is a given while divisiveness is optional. The perception and experience of the underlying unity of Oneness as being minimally twofold is self-derived from the very perception and experience itself. No matter how manifold may be our perception and experience of Oneness, its singularity remains absolute.
One of my favorite songs includes the phrase, “Thought is like a little boat upon the sea.” This metaphor is utterly apt, because thinking at its very best can be no more than a boat trip to God consciousness, and at the end of every boat trip the boat is to be left behind. I can enter God consciousness only as I leave behind the boat named “thinking”. Portaging relative consciousness within God’s absolute consciousness is the equivalent of clutching a security blanket, which precludes me from embracing God’s faith even though God’s faith already and forever has embraced, does embrace, and eternally shall embrace me. Such portaging of relative consciousness occurs whenever I am thinking, and the relative consciousness of my thinking is no more the equivalent of the absolute consciousness of which it is a local outlet than is a menu the equivalent of the meals that it describes and/or portrays. So long as I am unaware that my thoughts preclude me from sharing God’s perspective, I only presume to be a metaphysician, while I settle instead for metaphyzzling with my mental security blanket of hardened categories.

For all of Hopkins’ brilliant teaching of those who originated New Thought, no one since has been as powerfully clear as she that to speak one’s word means nothing less than incarnating God’s faith. Most of us tend to settle for faith in Truth, because what we’ve been told about “speaking our word” falls far short of an undiluted declaration of Truth.

For instance, we’ve been told that in the beginning God spoke the words, “let there be light,” and lo! light came to be. And we’ve been told in the Gospel of John that “In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was God.” What we are not told is that in Aramaic, the original language in which John’s Gospel was written, the term we have translated as “word” means “willed action.” What John actually proclaimed was this: “At the very beginning there was willed action, and the willed action then was by God, and God was that willed action.” (For further information on the Aramaic perspectives embodied in Jesus’ teachings as well as in the New Testament’s teachings about Jesus, see http://www.forgivenessfirst.com/aramaic.htm.)

Willed manifestation was the essence of Emma Curtis Hopkins’ understanding of God consciousness. She further understood that willed action is embodied only by those who see beyond all thought and thinking. It is as willed action that God is the speaker of incarnate health, because that is what is ultimately meant by “speaking one’s word” – the willing into action the incarnation of that which one proclaims. 

Willed action is not manifested via forcefulness of thought, nor by any other willful expression. Willed action is made manifest by willingness. God’s faith is accessible only by those who willingly know God, and never by those whose understanding is willful. As St. John of the Cross counseled, let God be God and “force him not to be otherwise.” This is the only way for us to know as God knows, because the intention of manifesting God’s will is merely presumptuous when endeavored with anything less than utter humility.

I look at 9/11 and remember the stories of men forgetting their own pain to help others. Time and time again. Then the rallying of a nation to focus on a target to be angry at and express all the hate and other feelings at. This creates a release but does not address the problem. 


Then came the tsunami…an act of nature…again a rallying to help those in need, again stories of heroism. 


Now the hurricane…another act of nature…no one out there to blame…more stories of heroism…yet the lid is off…and now come the stories of racism…why was the help not available from the start? The lid is off, the emotions are raw and man’s inhumanity to man expresses itself as the lootings start and the shootings and the rapes. No one is safe. Who am I…what can I do in the face of this? If it were my body talking to me, this would probably manifest as an eruption, a cold sore or some other lesion on my skin. But this is so much greater than me so what can I do about it? 

Since this is the outer manifestation of my inner turmoil, that is what needs to be addressed within me. To look at myself candidly, honestly, and especially acceptingly. To not see any part of myself as illusion so as to go beyond it yet see every part as valid if not valuable. Every ache and pain in me is telling me something about who I am. To discover myself totally and accept every part. That is what I can do. Then maybe my own healing can start to be reflected ‘out there’. -Monique

I AM In Denial 
I deny the belief that You are guilty, of anything. 
I deny the belief that You are not Innocent and Divine. 
I deny the belief that You have anthing to fear. 
I deny that there is anything about You that is incomplete. 
I deny the belief that the past has any hold on You. 
I deny that there is any reality other than Happiness. 
I deny Your human identity, seeing only The Christ. 
I deny the belief that You are just a body. 
I deny that there is anything going on, other than God. 
I deny the belief that You are separate from Anyone. 
I deny the belief that You 'have' to die. 
I further deny the belief that You 'can' die. 
I deny the belief that You are not in Heaven this Moment..Here/Now...on Earth. 
I deny the belief in sin/suffering/dis-ease/death, Knowing there is only God. 
I deny the belief that You are not Loved and Honored. -Bea Cook

God needs us to show Him who he is. A part of him is a mystery even for Him and so He created humanity to reflect back who He is. This is our purpose and is our greatest function. For this we came. I have reconized it as my mandate and believe me it is a full time job. - Bernard Lacroix

The "Impossible Question" is an exercise that I use when I am confronted by something that seems to be completely unacceptable within my existing belief system. I use impossible because that is what my belief system tells me it is. I then suspend my own belief system and ask the question, "What if this is true? What would it do to my belief system? What would it invoke in me?" I then let this question guide me and, as a result, quite often I find that my belief system is rearranged and expanded.  -Alistair Smith

ADDENDUM # X
From Ernest Holmes’ Sermon by the Sea

It would be wonderful indeed if a group of persons should arrive on earth who were for something and against nothing.  This would be the summum bonum of human organization, wouldn't it?

Find me one person who is for something and against nothing, who is redeemed enough not to condemn others out of the burden of his soul, and I will find another savior, another Jesus, and an exalted human being.

Find me one person who no longer has any fear of the universe, or of God, or of man, or of anything else, and you will have brought to me someone in whose presence we may sit, and fear shall vanish as clouds before the sunlight.

Find me someone who has given all that he has to love, without morbidity, and I will have found the lover of my soul . . . . Why?  Because he will have revealed to me the nature of God and proved to me the possibility of all human souls.

Find me one person who can get his own littleness out of the way and he shall reveal to me the immeasurable magnitude of the Universe in which I live.

Find me one person who knows how to talk to God, really, and I shall walk with him through the woods and everything that seems inanimate will respond—the leaves of the trees will clap their hands, the grass will grow soft under him.

Find me one person who communes with cause and effect, and in the evening, the evening star will sing to him and the darkness will turn to light.  Through him, as the woman who touched the hem of the garment of Christ was healed, shall I be healed of all loneliness forever.

Find me someone who is no longer sad, whose memory has been redeemed from morbidity, and I shall hear laughter.

Find me someone whose song is really celestial, because it is the outburst of the cosmic urge to sing, and I shall hear the music of the spheres.

Find me one person who has so completely divorced from himself all arrogance, and you will have discovered for me an open pathway to the kingdom of God here and now.

Find me somebody who has detached his emotional and psychological ego from the real self, without having to deny the place it plays in the scheme of things and without slaying any part of himself because the transcendence is there also, and I will have discovered the Ineffable in this individual and a direct pathway for the communion of my own soul.

I am talking about you and myself.  When I say "find a person" I don't mean to go over to Rome, or London, or back to your own church.  The search is not external . . . .  [These] people all exist in us.  They are different attributes, qualities of our own soul.  They are different visions; not that we have multiple or dual personalities, but that every one of us on that inner side of life is, has been, and shall remain in eternal communion with the Ineffable where he may know that he is no longer with God, but one of God.  If it were not for that which echoes eternally down the corridors of our own minds, some voice that ever sings in our own souls, some urge that continuously presses us forward, there would be no advance in our science or religion or in the humanities or anything else.

You are Religious Science.  I am not.  I am only the one who put something together.  I do not even take myself seriously, but I take what I am doing seriously.  You are Religious Science—our ministers, our teachers, our practioners, our laymen.  You find me one thousand people in the world who know what Religious Science is and use it, and live it as it is, and I'll myself live to see a new world, a new heaven and a new earth here.  

What I am saying is this: There is a Law that backs up the vision, and the Law is immutable.  "Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away."  There is a Power transcendent beyond our needs, our little wants.  Demonstrating a dime is good if one needs it, or healing oneself of a pain is certainly good if one has it, but beyond that, at the real feast at the tabernacle of the Almighty, in the temple of the living God, in the banquet hall of heaven, there is something beyond anything that you and I have touched.

Find one thousand people who know that, and use it, and the world will no longer be famished.  How important it is that each one of us in his simple way shall live from God to God, with God, in God, and to each other. That is why we are here, and we are taking back with us, I trust, a vision and an inspiration, something beyond a hope and a longing, that the living Spirit shall through us walk anew into Its own creation and a new glory come with a new dawn.
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TEACHER’S PERSPECTIVE

Things to focus on in this week’s teaching

It is vitally important for Religious Scientists to understand that the genius of Ernest Holmes was his ability to present a fresh interpretation of an ageless metaphysical perspective: the wholeness paradigm.  The wholeness paradigm, which is at least as old as the Tao Te Ching, became increasingly out of fashion in Western culture with the rise of modern science in the 16th century.  It was given new life only in the 20th century, first by quantum physics, and then by Ernest Holmes’ metaphysics.

Ernest Holmes perceived a profoundly original and timely way to present one of the oldest truths that we know: that the cosmos is a unity; that all experience to the contrary is the consequence of false perception; and that all false perceptions may be healed.  The statement on “Philosophy, Science, Religion & the Wholeness Paradigm,” supported by the additional reading assignments, conveys the essence of Ernest Holmes’ metaphysical synthesis.  It presents the metaphysical foundation upon which Holmes based all of his teachings and spiritual practice, as well as the frame of reference which illuminates that foundation.

This lesson defines the questions raised by Holmes’ synthesis, which recurrently face all practitioners of Religious Science.  A major purpose of the lesson is to deepen students’ awareness and appreciation of these questions.
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STUDENT ASSIGNMENTS

Read:               

· Overview of book, How To Use The Science of Mind

· Science of Mind, 159-162                         

· Resource material in Workbook: 

          "Philosophy, Science, Religion and the Wholeness Paradigm"

          Excerpt from Ernest Holmes’ Sermon by the Sea
Write:

How do you interpret Ernest Holmes’ statement, “The perception of wholeness is the consciousness of healing?”

Journal:          

Describe the areas in your life where a greater perception of wholeness would contribute to the perfection of your spiritual practice.
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STUDY QUESTIONS

"Philosophy . . . and the Wholeness Paradigm"

 (1) How has this reading influenced your understanding of the meaning  

       of spiritual perfection?

(2)  What is your understanding of the following statements?

             "The only thing that can ever require healing is 

               the perception that healing is required."

             "Healing is not a process but a revelation."

(3)  How would you apply the practice of denial (turning from the  

       condition) upon receiving a diagnosis of cancer?

Science of Mind/Sermon by the Sea

 (1)  How do we know that the Truth which we announce is superior to 

       the condition we are to change?

(2)  What is your understanding of the following statements?

             "The mold of acceptance is the measure of our experience."

             "Principle is not bound by precedent."

(3)  How is it possible to be for something and against  nothing?

PROFESSIONAL  PRACTITIONER  STUDIES II

TERM  1:  PROFESSIONAL  SKILLS  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES

CLASS 2:  THE FOUNDATION  OF  THE  PRACTITIONER’S  WORK

CLASS AGENDA

Invocation and Meditation by Students

Sharing, based on writing assignment and journaling

Class discussion, based on “Religion, Science, Philosophy &

the Wholeness Paradigm” and  Study Questions

Break

Assignments for Class 3

Class Discussion, based on assigned reading in Science of Mind and “From Ernest Holmes’ Sermon by the Sea.”

Benediction, by a Student
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CLASS AGENDA BREAKDOWN

INVOCATION  AND MEDITATION are to be done by students from now on.

SHARING of the students’ written assignments and journaling is conducted with reference to the purpose and objectives for this session, with special attention to students’ increased understanding of the relationship between perception and healing.  The reading is intended to deepen their appreciation and comprehension of the perception-healing relationship.  Assisting them in seeing the relationship between changes of perception and corresponding changes of experience in their own lives will be most helpful, especially in their assessment of how a greater perception of wholeness can impact their own lives.

Two questions with which you may focus the sharing are:

“How has your written work prepared you to fulfill the purpose and objectives of this session?” and “How has your written work contributed to your understanding of the relationship between the way you look at life and the way you experience life?”

ILLUSTRATION of the correlation of the metaphysical Law of Correspondence with the physical principle of self-similarity may be done with a head of broccoli and a head of cauliflower.  Call to students’ attention that in the case of both plants, each stalk reproduces the overall pattern of organization of the entire head, and that each bud reproduces the overall pattern of organization of its stalk.  Every organized expression of nature, albeit not as dramatically as broccoli and cauliflower, features this same heirarchy of correspondence or similarity throughout the levels of its organization.

DISCUSSION of the study questions on Ernest Holmes’ articulation of the wholeness paradigm is to be focused on students acquiring a deeper appreciation and comprehension of 

· the “perfect God, perfect person, perfect being” foundation of spiritual practice

· the “perception of wholeness equals consciousness of healing” frame of reference within which the foundation is actualized in practice.

The more thoroughly the students understand the study questions, the more prepared they will be to embody the answers during their subsequent months of study.

This session therefore serves the purpose of preparing students to live in the most important questions that are raised by Ernest Holmes’ synthesis of philosophy, science and religion.  When these questions are understood, the answers do, in the fullness of time, take care of themselves in the course of students’ (and instructors’) further life experience and training.

For this purpose, and to assist students in understanding the relationships among the key concepts in the reading, i.e., practice, perfection, perception, revelation, consciousness, healing, wholeness and denial, ask them to place these terms around the edges of a piece of paper, drawing a line from each of the terms to all of the others.  (Alternatively, you may diagram such a matrix ahead of time.)  Discuss the paired relationships thus diagrammed, alternating between those which are most obvious to the students and those that are least obvious.  (Since there are 28 such pairs, you are not likely to cover them all.)  You may also ask , “Which sets of interrelationships are most helpful in understanding Holmes’ foundation and frame of reference for spiritual practice?”

ASSIGNMENTS for Class 3 are given right after the break.

DISCUSSION  of the Science of Mind and “Sermon by the Sea” materials provides another opportunity to assist students in more fully understanding the questions raised by Ernest Holmes’ synthesis of philosophy, science and religion, which their assignment has asked them to address.  An effective way to do this, for each of their study questions, is to have students refer to the matrix of relationships from the earlier discussion while asking, “Which of these terms, pairs of terms, or sets of terms, is most helpful in addressing this question?”

BENEDICTION to be given by a student to close the class.

