Diversity: The Foundation of Integrity and Inclusivity
When Jesus said, “Be ye perfect as your father in heaven is perfect,” he pronounced the spiritual principle of integrity and inclusivity. In the Aramaic language, which Jesus spoke in all of his public teaching, the word translated as “perfect” means “all-inclusive.” So what Jesus literally said was, “Be ye all-inclusive as your father in heaven is all-inclusive.” 
Jesus thereby commanded us to embody the integrity of God – not merely to acknowledge or worship God’s integrity, but to BE God’s integrity. Like Buddha before him, Jesus acknowledged that we cannot walk the path of Spirit until we are the path of Spirit, or until, as Gandhi commanded, we ourselves embody the difference we would like to experience in the world.
All-inclusiveness is the ecology of Spirit. Furthermore, in accordance with the metaphysical Law of Correspondence (as above, so below; as within, so without), all-inclusiveness is likewise the ecology of the natural world. There is only one ecology, the ecology of Spirit, and Spirit’s ecology is the ecology of all that is. What we call the natural world’s “ecology” is the nothing less than integrity of Spirit made manifest, a demonstration of the way Spirit’s integrity works.
In the integrities of nature and Spirit, everything is included. The ultimate principle of natural and spiritual integrity is all-inclusiveness. Accordingly, the greater diversity of things that are included, the more profoundly inclusive is the consequent integrity.
New Thought philosophers have been very savvy about the ecology of Spirit, as reflected in the following statements:

Those who are exclusive exclude themselves. –Ralph Waldo Emerson

Everything in the universe exists for the harmonious good of every other part. The universe is forever uniting what is harmonious and diminishing what is not. –Ernest Holmes

It is the unessential only that is vanishing, that the abiding may be made more clearly manifest.  –Ernest Holmes
Simply put, in the ecology of Spirit the endeavor to diminish others results in self-diminishment. And so it is with the ecology of nature as well. Via our present diminishment of the planet’s living resources via the extinction of thousands of species per year (some scientists estimate it to be tens of thousands per year), and our diminishment of the planet’s physical resources in such a way that we greatly accelerate a natural process of global warming, we are ultimately diminishing the planet’s ability to sustain a large population of human beings. 
Nor is it mere coincidence that the first report of the hole in Earth’s ozone layer, a critical component of the planet’s immune system whose diminishment is also being accelerated by human industrial wastes, came to public attention in the same month as did the first report of AIDS (auto-immune deficiency syndrome). Once again: as above, so below.
Although the survival of our species is not at stake, the survival of urban communities is utterly at stake. The time is therefore at hand for a group of people to model in their community the all-inclusive integrity that prevails in the ecologies of Spirit and nature. Such a model will be inclusive of far more than diversities of race and sexual preference. It will include as well diversities of ethnicity, gender, age, lifestyle, philosophies, political outlooks, social concerns, economic status, healing modalities – in short, the entire range of human interests.

It is time for a human community to emulate the ecology of Spirit’s integrity and all-inclusivity. 

Why not our community? 
Why not right now?  
(Rev. Noel McInnis)
Nature eliminates only those things that are incompatible with the harmony of the whole, via the process that we call “extinction.”  When human beings endeavor to alter nature’s harmony for their exclusive benefit, 

And so it is with Spirit.   Natural ecology does not include just some things in the world at the expense of the rest, it includes all things in the world to the optimum benefit of all. Despite occasionally extreme climatic variations that are necessary to keep Earth’s numerous energy systems in balance, nature is a beneficial presence overall. 

