Hero of Forgiveness Award
International Forgiveness Day – August 7, 2005
New Thought Ministries of Oregon 
International Forgiveness Day is slowly but surely emerging as an annual global holiday to be observed every first Sunday of August in all of the world’s 300 nations and territories. It is observed today in numerous cities around the U. S. and elsewhere in the world, including Argentina, France, India, the Netherlands, and Nigeria. I invite those of you who are so inclined to join with me in initiating one year from today an annual International Forgiveness Day observance throughout the Portland-Vancouver area. 
Imagine the global impact of this observance when everyone on the planet is annually reminded of the powerful role that forgiveness can play. Even those who oppose forgiveness will have it brought to their attention in a way that it otherwise would not. 

Among those who most exemplify the power of forgiveness is the Dalai Lama. When asked who had been his most powerful teacher, he replied with his characteristic grin, "This answer may surprise you. Although I have had many brilliant and inspiring influences in my life, I have to say that my very strongest teacher, without a doubt, was Chairman Mao. Because of our opposing views on the future of Tibet, many hardships were experienced over a period of many years. If it wasn't for Mao, I would not have been able to have the opportunity to truly learn about tolerance and forgiveness."

Forgiveness is an attitude of gratitude for the great service that is rendered to us by persons and situations that ail and assail us. For those who aspire to this attitude, I recommend a book by Mark Rosen entitled Thank You for Being Such a Pain.

In honor of International Forgiveness Day, your bulletin this morning contains a self-proclamation entitled “Putting Forgiveness First,” which is prefaced with Gandhi’s statement, “You must be the change you wish to see in the world.” The most effective way to make a difference is to be that difference, in keeping with Buddha’s similar assertion that “You cannot travel the path until you become the path.” 
The self-proclamation takes Gandhi’s and Buddha’s insights as its point of departure:
WHEREAS: I am willing to be the difference I wish to see in the world; and

WHEREAS: I am willing to enjoy greater well-being, peace of mind, health and happiness by releasing attachment to fear, judgment, and negative experience; and

WHEREAS: I am willing to grant harmless passage in my mind to all persons; and

WHEREAS: I am willing to acknowledge forgiveness as the only plan that works on behalf of the willingness declared above;

I DO HEREBY COMMIT to making the release of all grievances my permanent top priority.

Date_______________________________________________________

Name______________________________________________________

E-mail Address______________________________________________
It takes courage to sign this self-proclamation – “couer” (the French word for heart) plus “age” (maturity). In other words, it takes a mature heart to commit oneself to being a forgiving person. Forgiveness is the way of the brave at heart, as the Bhagavad-Gita proclaims: “If you want to see the brave, look at those who can forgive.” In accordance with this perspective, the highlight of every International Forgiveness Day observance is the presentation of an award to someone whose forgiveness has been bravely heroic. An early supporter of the International Forgiveness Day initiative described such heroism as follows:
Many people from around the world have courageously and graciously forgiven others. They have found a place in their hearts to forgive. They have forgiven people in situations which most of us would consider unforgivable. They have forgiven the murderers of their own children and parents.  They have forgiven a race of people or individuals who have oppressed them and abused them. They have forgiven fathers and mothers who have neglected and abandoned them. They have forgiven co-workers and friends who have betrayed them. They have forgiven spouses who were unfaithful to them. They have forgiven those who stripped them of their financial fortune. And they have even forgiven themselves for doing such things to others. 
These people have come to terms with the past, and have given up the pretense that they can change the past.  These people are our heroes.  They have the strength, the courage, the generosity, and the grace to forgive. And through their journey of forgiveness, they have transformed the home within their hearts, a home that is warm, secure, loving, gentle, and peaceful. -Emmie Tse
[Presentation of NTMO’s Hero of Forgiveness Award]
New Thought Ministries of Oregon
hereby honors
JOHN RENN

as a

HERO OF FORGIVENESS

in recognition of his exemplary commitment to

forgiveness, reconciliation, and peace

this 7th day of August, 2005

