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…because harmony is a natural state of being
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The Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance

…because harmony is a natural state of being

The Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance is a non-profit, tax exempt educational foundation whose primary mission is evoking the healing spirit of forgiveness worldwide.  The Alliance reaches out to individuals, organizations and communities, encouraging the practice of forgiveness.  We offer forgiveness counseling and education, honor outstanding heroes of forgiveness, and commit ourselves to the establishment of International Forgiveness Day as an annual worldwide holiday.  We believe that every intention and program to improve human relationships is served by the practice of forgiveness.
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Other organizations and communities collaborating with the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance and endorsing International Forgiveness day include: Community Self Determination Institute, United Church of Christ, Marin Interfaith Council, United Church of Religious Science, Presbyterian Church of Sausalito, Salette Community Center (Attelboro Mass.), Dr. Fred Luskin of Stanford University Forgiveness Research Project, and the International Attitudinal Healing Network.

OUR GOALS

The goal of the WFA is to reach out to all hearts, homes, schools and communities throughout the world and instill the practice of forgiveness by:

· Establishing International Forgiveness Day as an annual worldwide holiday that will be observed on the first Sunday of each August;

· Creating an annual awards/entertainment event celebrating International Forgiveness Day to serve as a focal point for the observance and participation in this worldwide holiday;

· Honoring outstanding Heroes of Forgiveness, Reconciliation and Peace with awards and public announcements; 

· Acknowledging outstanding Champions of Forgiveness by awarding and publicizing their work; 

· Creating and disseminating Forgiveness programs, curriculums and training materials in various media forms which can be delivered in schools, churches, workshops and as stand-alone self-help programs;

· Establishing an advisory, funding and support program to advance the efforts of organizations and individuals seeking to stop violence among inner-city youth through forgiveness/ conflict resolution programs.

[image: image2.wmf]

OUR PROGRAMS

INTERNATIONAL FORGIVENESS DAY – The Observance

The Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance spends a great deal of time, energy money to increase awareness, promote observance and advance the celebration of International Forgiveness Day on the first Sunday of every August.  The ultimate objective of Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance is to establish International Forgiveness Day as the world’s first global holiday. It will be celebrated every year in each of the world’s 300 countries and territories.  

The purpose for creating this annual worldwide celebration is to enhance receptivity to forgiveness in the human consciousness, with a consequent willingness to resolve the grievances that fragment humankind. 

International Forgiveness Day is intended to initiate a worldwide parade on behalf of forgiveness; a parade so compelling and with such global participation that the world’s leaders are compelled to get in front of it.  As millions of individuals and groups adopt the annual observance of this holiday, leaders, both national and international, will be motivated to make it the first official global holiday.  

Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance intends to establish and celebrate International Forgiveness Day worldwide by the year 2010.

This promotional effort will be spearheaded by media awareness campaign designed to capture the imagination and touch the heart. It will be furthered through the advocacy and support of faith-based and other forward-looking organizations in many communities and cities throughout the United States. There is also a push to extend the reach of the campaign to other countries in order to make it truly international. There is already some incursion into Canada and attempts to awaken Africa and Western Europe.

The vehicles for promoting this exciting concept include a popular website, public service announcements (PSAs) on radio and television, paid advertising, press releases, newspaper articles, speaking engagements and public celebrations.

The budget for the building of awareness and promoting observance of International Forgiveness Day is  $7,000.

INTERNATIONAL FORGIVENESS DAY – The Event

The Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance, in conjunction with the City of San Francisco, hosts and annual International Forgiveness Day using a venue within the City.  

Over the past few years the venue has grown in size and moved through ever increasing venues. Starting from a community center, last year, it moved to a large cathedral. In 2003, the event will center on the open-air bandshell surrounded by a large scenic meadow in San Francisco’s Golden Gate Park with the capacity to hold thousands.

The event will include live entertainment with popular musical performers, children’s art project, award presentations honoring Heroes and Champions of Forgiveness and presentation of Forgiveness Essay Contest awards.  This year’s honorees include Len & Libby Traubman and Elias & Fanny Botto, Founders of the Jewish & Palestinian Living Room Dialogue, Drs. Jerry Jampolsky and Diane Cirincione and The Center for Attitudinal Healing.

WFA has recruited a team of professional event producers with the experience and reputations to attract the talent and create a event that will give justice to the concept of forgiveness, reconciliation and peace.  The budget for the production of the International Forgiveness Day Event in San Francisco is $16,500.

CHILDREN’S ESSAY CONTEST

Thousands of students from San Francisco Public and Private schools have been invited to participate in the first annual Forgiveness Essay Contest.  Teachers in each of San Francisco’s elementary, middle and high schools are supporting their students to enter the contest. Awards will be presented to three winners (one from each age category) during the International Forgiveness Day event.  The budget for this project is $1500.

INNER-CITY INTERVENTION

Inner cities and economically depressed areas serve as hotbeds of crime and violence borne out of frustration, desperation and anger.  Many groups are working in those areas all over the world in valiant efforts to redirect the energy of violence and destruction towards peace, creativity and productive construction.  Forgiveness is a vital element in achieving success in these areas.  WFA supports several such organizations and individuals in their efforts through guidance, consulting, training and funding to ensure the continued spread of this powerful practice for good.  These include The Community Self Determination Institute’s Passage to Peace Project in Southern California and the Bayview Initiative in Bayview/Hunter’s Point area of San Francisco Bay Area. The start-up budget for supporting these programs is $5,000.
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MISSION


The mission of the Worldwide Forgiveness Alliance is to globalize the healing experience of forgiveness. 





VISION


Our vision is to become the symbol of the power of forgiveness through offering comprehensive forgiveness educational and promoting the power of forgiveness around the world. 





We seek to become a total resource to teach people worldwide how to forgive; assist those people in learning to include the attitude, practice and the healing power of forgiveness in every aspect of their daily lives and demonstrate that the proven physical and emotional benefits of forgiveness can be achieved by all.
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