Offering Our Gifts of Expertise and Service
There is nothing more important than knowing your soul and living the truth it speaks.

-Alan Cohen

We are initiating the establishment of our overall spiritual family ministry this morning, in, through, and as all of us. The purpose of being a spiritual family is to appreciate one another, which means to increase one another’s value. As every realtor knows, appreciation is an increase in valuation. And how we best appreciate one another and increase one anther’s value is by the mutual exchange of service to one another, to our communities, and to our world.

Mutual exchange of service is the substance of our spiritual family ministry. Before we get to the substance of our spiritual family ministry, however, I would like to acknowledge its foundation. So please repeat after me:

God Dwells within Me As Me . . . God As Me, In Me, Is . . . Clap-clap-clap-clap-clap

Have you ever wondered why God would get under 6 billion people’s skin? Why would God choose to dwell in us? 
Well, it just so happens that God likes parties. God likes to get out and have fun. God dwells in us as us so we can let God out. God dwells in each of us, as each of us, so that each of us can let God out in a different way, thereby making it possible for God to appreciate being God and increase Godly value in six billion different ways – or, in the case of our spiritual family, in several hundred different ways. And all we have to do is keep the channel open.
John Denver once observed that “Each of us is the dwelling place of incredible opportunities.” Each of these opportunities is the God in us desiring to be let out. Yet we make this problematical by calling our opportunities “incredible”, a word that means “unbelievable.” We are so unwilling to believe and accept that we are an outlet for God AS us, that God gets short-changed by our unwillingness. Hence another statement by psychologist Abraham Maslow: “Ninety-eight percent of us die without tasting the nectar of our magnificence.” Ninety-eight percent of us die without tasting the nectar of our magnificence by letting God out, because we fail to keep the channel open.
The Indian poet, Rabindranath Tagore put it this way: “I have spent my days tuning and untuning my instrument, while the song I came to sing has gone unsung.” As Jesus suggested, we must let out the God within us if we are not to suffer. When we don’t keep the channel open we literally choke on our unexpressed Godness. That which we do not bring forth becomes our undoing.
Tagore also said, “I slept and dreamt that life was joy, I awoke and saw that life was service, I acted and behold, service was joy!” The song that each of us has come to sing takes the form of our God-given gifts of expertise and service, and it is only as we keep the channel open to let God out as our respective gifts of expertise and service that our lives are joyful. 
Our spiritual family ministry is to be a joyful exchange of service, an exchange that begins right now as you fill out the “Exchange of Gifts of Service” and bring it to the front of the room to place it in this elegant copper bowl. Copper is one of God’s best conductors of energy, and we are committing ourselves this morning to the Godly conduct of our energy. 
I would not ask you to do anything that I’m not doing myself, nor would your Interim Board, so I am asking my colleague Jay Brandon from the Interim Board to come forth and join me in sharing with you what we have written on our forms. I’m calling on Jay because he has been my mighty companion in the co-creation of this ceremony of exchange. And I would also like to acknowledge Rev. Colleen Scheurlein who several Sundays ago told me of her experience as part of a spiritual family on Orcas Island. Her story was the seed crystal of inspiration for this morning’s grounding of our own spiritual family’s ministry.
Buddha said that we cannot walk the path until we are the path. Accordingly,
The gift of expertise … is my trained capacity to become the spiritual path I seek to walk, and to assist others in likewise keeping their channel of Godness open.
The gift of service … is to be a beneficial presence to all concerned in everything I think, say and do.
The gift of service … is to be provided with a space of shared intention in which it is safe for me to be all that I feel I can be, and to be nothing that I am not.
[Jay]

Before you fill out your own Exchange of Gifts of Service, please join me in preparing ourselves in consciousness with a very brief song that will assist us in keeping the channel open.  Take a deep breath . . . let it out, relax, center yourself in the way that you best do that, listen to the song, and then join me in repeating it.
[Holy, All Is Holy]

And now, with your channels opened, please fill out your Exchange of Gifts of Service, after which you will be ushered row by row to place it in the copper offering bowl for our conducting of its energy as our spiritual family’s ministry.
Communing as a Spiritual Family
Last Tuesday evening your Interim Board made a wondrously fateful decision. We decided to get in touch with God before doing our business. 
What a concept!!  
We are now committed to getting in touch with God before doing our business so that we can be about God’s business as our own. In response to Rev. RW’s promptings, we have decided to be a Phoenix rising from the ash of former circumstances by tuning into our God-selves before dealing with the ash.
To assure that we are first in touch with God, we now begin each of our meetings with a time of communing. The root of the word “communication” is “commune.” Accordingly, our communication is as effective as the communion from which it proceeds. 
First we commune, then we communicate. We seek first the kingdom of God, to receive God’s blessing on the 10,000 things that have been added to our agenda. As suggested in a hauntingly wonderful song by Bruce Springsteen, our communing is the wind beneath the wings of our Phoenix rising. 
Communing with God is attuning with God, and attuning with God consists of our quietly listening until we are tuned into our Ultimate Relationship with God.
And so it is that communing with God is how we will likewise begin our monthly spiritual family gatherings. First we shall commune, and only then communicate. This set of priorities was proclaimed by Alan Cohen in his statement, “There is nothing more important than knowing your soul and living the truth it speaks.”
Thousands of years ago the Buddha said, “You cannot walk the path until you are the path.” Half a century ago the Buddha-mind spoke again when Gandhi said that we must be the difference that we seek to make in the world. And a quarter century ago the Buddha-mind spoke yet again with five simple words in that lovely spiritual classic, Jonathan Livingston Seagull: “Perfect speed is being there.”

As poet Rumi said, out beyond the realm of making things right and wrong there is a field of perfect being. Let us join each other in that field of perfect being with the reverent song that most of us here now know: Holy, all is Holy, all Is God in this Place, all is Holy. Please sing it with me.

 [Holy]

Take a few moments to tune into your own holiness and to know your own soulfulness so that you can live the truth it speaks and speak the truth that it is.
[Silence]

And now, to fine tune us to the field that is the perfect speed of being there, here is Rev. Sally.

