INTERNATIONAL FORGIVENESS DAY

August 6, 2006

TO:       Members of the Northwest New Thought Ministries Association   
FROM: Rev. Noel McInnis

RE:       International Forgiveness Day - 2006
As the champion of an individualized approach to metaphysical practice, the New Thought movement has until quite recently paid scant attention to matters of social concern. Two exceptions to this tendency are the movement’s participation in the annual January 30-April 4 Season of Nonviolence, between the respective memorial anniversaries of Martin Luther King Jr. and Mohandas Gandhi; and the growing involvement of Portland-Vancouver area New Thought churches in Sharif Abdullah’s inclusivity training.
Another opportunity for New Thought involvement the realm of social concern is the annual observance on the first Sunday of August of International Forgiveness Day, which is envisioned as an eventual global holiday. In support of this vision, I urge that this year’s August 6 International Forgiveness Day observance be celebrated by the membership of Northwest New Thought Ministries Association. 
Such observance typically takes the form of a Sunday morning service dedicated to the theme of forgiveness, and the presentation of a Hero or Heroine of Forgiveness award to a member of the congregation or of the local community whose practice of forgiveness has been remarkable. The award is given in the spirit of the following statement:
Many people from around the world have courageously and graciously forgiven others. They have found a place in their hearts to forgive.  They have forgiven people in situations which most of us would consider unforgivable. They have forgiven the murderers of their own children and parents.  They have forgiven a race of people or individuals that have oppressed them and abused them. They have forgiven fathers and mothers who have neglected and abandoned them. They have forgiven co-workers and friends who have betrayed them. They have forgiven spouses who were unfaithful to them. They have forgiven school bullies who tormented them. They have forgiven themselves for being the bullies. These people have come to terms with the past, and have given up the pretense that they can change the past.  These people are our heroes.  The have the strength, the courage, the generosity and the grace to forgive. And through their journey of forgiveness, they have transformed the home within their hearts, a home that is warm, secure, loving, gentle and peaceful.  –Emmie Tse
A bulletin insert is available that prepares church members for the observance of International Forgiveness Day by providing them with a forgiveness program they can practice during the preceding week.

Ministers who are willing to observe the day are invited to request my support in their doing so by e-mailing me at life@mediamessage.com. 

