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New West Seminary

Seminary Values & Classroom Guidelines

Consciousness Before Task

In the classroom, “Consciousness Before Task” manifests in these practices:

1. We pray or meditate together before each class or meeting

2. Often someone will be present in a class or meeting with the explicit role of “holding consciousness” or maintaining a prayerful space

Relationship is Strength

In classes, “relationship is strength” manifests in these practices:

1. We often workshop our written work, especially self-reflective pieces

2. We turn to one another as prayer partners by phone, email and face to face.

3. We practice confidentiality by speaking to others only about ourselves, our own work, and our own responses.  Each class or workgroup may establish specific confidentiality agreements.  

In our relationship with others who share their facilities with us, “relationship is strength” manifests as these practices:

1. When arriving at the Oregon City classroom before 6:00, we park on the street, leaving the parking lot open for patients.  If you arrive after 5 pm, you can park along the mural wall of Hopp’s Upholstery.

2. We are aware of our hosts or neighbors when playing music or engaging in noisy activities.

3. During the day, we often share the Oregon City classroom as a lunchroom for our downstairs neighbors

4. We do not intrude on the premises of our hosts, use their telephones or other equipment.

Simplicity in Organization
In the classroom, “Simplicity” manifests in these practices:

1. Classes start at the scheduled time with prayer.  If you arrive late, be mindful of joining the circle with as little disruption as possible.

2. Students take care of their own needs for water, tea, food, bathroom breaks - being mindful of not breaking the energy of the group.

3. Break time is a space to re-energize, tend to our bodies with movement, possible sing or share some music.

4. Students assume responsibility for monitoring and honoring financial payment agreements made with the Seminary.

Learning in Community

In the classroom, “Learning in Community” means:

1. Your questions and inquiry are ours – we believe they hold learning for all of us including your instructors. We practice dialogue rather than discussion.  In dialogue, the primary task is deep listening; the secondary task is reflective response. We pace the process, attempting to leave space for silence and reflection amidst the ideas.  We attempt not to push for a “right” answer, but to explore our responses.  Discussion seeks decisions; dialogue seeks deeper questions and the inner resonance of understanding.

2. We practice open questioning – a Quaker practice of framing our questions so that they deepen inquiry rather than leading someone to solution.  

3. Your knowledge, experience and skills are welcome contributions to the learning process.  The instructor or course coordinator is responsible for the flow of a course.  Please let that person know that you have contribution to the group’s exploration of the topic!

4. You may find faculty members, board members or students from other years sitting in on classes.  
