Dear between-agers,

Our monthly Vocational Awakening dialogue sessions at NWS (fourth Thursdays from 6:30-9 p.m. - this month May 27) are convened in recognition of the permanent state of transition that characterizes present-day life, and in honor of our shared intention to exercise spiritual self-dominion amidst the swirl of worldly circumstance.

I characterize us all as "between-agers" because we are beings through whom the stream of evolution flows, so that no matter who we are or wherever we may be we are always between a no longer and a not yet. As acknowledged in the film, "Waking Life," life is a journey of constantly arriving while being in an equally constant state of departure.

Life has forever been and always will be this way. Yet only in recent decades has the swirl of worldly circumstance become so rapid that our eternal state of permanent transition is palpably present to our sensibilities.

We are living in an era of "punctuated equilibrium," an evolutionary phase transition during which the process of otherwise gradual evolution is exclamation-marked by a sudden leap into new forms of expression. The consequent paradigm shift is in mid-process of aborning the emerging digital age from the preceding mechanical age. In accordance with this process, everything that has been instituted in rigid hierarchal structures is presently being networked into loose matrices of interconnectivity.

As we become increasingly aware of our inclusion in the evolutionary flow as uniquely individual nodes within an all-encompassing matrix of intelligent life, our perception of the cosmos as analogous to a mechanism is giving way to our perceiving it as analogous to an organism. In the context of this emergent organic outlook, we experience ourselves less as Kafka-esque cogs in some inscrutable hierarchy than as synapses in a global brain attuned to a universal consciousness.

In awakening to the organicity of our evolutionary unfoldment, we become aware with philosopher Martin Heidegger that as human beings we are neither things nor processes, rather we are openings. Furthermore, as human beings inspired by New Thought we experience our respective openings as the "divine inlets" that Emerson proclaimed each of us to be. And in a world increasingly conspired by the Internet we are becoming united citizens of nothing less than a global village. (To "conspire" literally means "to breathe together")

As planetary visionary Ken Carey has said of our evolutionary phase transition:

"The field of collective human consciousness is now entering the final stages of the awakening process, congealing into awareness of itself as the organ of consciousness (similar in function to a brain) of a single planetary being, a being with internal organs of oceans, forests, ecosystems and atmosphere.  Humankind is its system both for processing information and for directing its future development."

In further keeping with the law of correspondence - as above, so below - Emerson's intuition of "the One Mind common to all intellects" is now Internetworking itself into planetary functionality. As cyber-maven John Perry Barlow has proclaimed: "With cyberspace, we are, in effect, hard-wiring the collective consciousness." Accordingly, where a half-century ago Marshall McLuhan could proclaim, "In the electric age we wear all of humankind as our skin," he could now further proclaim as that "In the digital age we think with all of humankind as our mind." 


Amidst the evolutionary phase transition from the mechanical "no longer" to the digital "not yet," the newly emerging forms of expression are institutional rather than biological. Thus, for instance, the fading forms of  "church," ministry," and "seminary" are giving way to newly emergent forms respectively designated as "faith community," "spiritual director," and ????? (I've not yet heard the alternative term - if indeed thus far there is one - for "seminary").

 ["Seminary" means "seed bed" as Suzan Hill reminds us, so that yet another gardening metaphor may emerge as its terminological alternative.]

It is in mindful awareness of our present immersion in the Great Punctuation that our Vocational Awakening dialogue sessions are being convened, to facilitate our between-age yearning to see more clearly the emergent form of our individual and collective participations in the evolutionary matrix. Our sessions are convened for exploration of the emergent networking paradigm's implications for the transformation of our respective ministries, as well as of the institutional format of New West Seminary.

Whatever implications there may be, they are ultimately inescapable. In the words of Andrew Cohen, founder of What Is Enlightenment? magazine and the principal spokesperson for what he and others are calling "evolutionary spirituality":

"If you look at spiritual life in an evolutionary context, there's no promise of escape. In the pre-modern religious perspective, both East and West, there was a promise of escape, to nirvana, to heaven, to somewhere beyond this world. But in an evolutionary context, there's no promise of escape. And we need to begin to face how much we resist the overwhelming totality of the implications of what it means to awaken in an evolutionary context. So many of our spiritual pursuits end up being different forms of escapism. But the degree to which we're willing to face into the enormity of the picture is the degree to which we will begin to develop what I would call real maturity. This world we're living in desperately needs mature, awakening human beings who are actually committed to being here. And that's what evolutionary enlightenment means - it means no escape."

Cohen's statement further illumines a poem from Christopher Fry's play, A Sleep of Prisoners:

The human heart may go the length of God.
Dark and cold we may be.
This is no winter now.
The frozen misery of centuries cracks,
breaks, begins to move.
The thunder is the thunder of the floes,
the thaw, the flood, the upstart spring.
Thank God our time is now,
when wrong comes up to meet us everywhere,
never to leave us 'til we take
the greatest stride of soul folk ever took.
Affairs are now soul-size.
The enterprise is exploration into God.
But what are you waiting for?
It takes so many thousand years to wake.
But will you wake, for pity's sake?

There is ultimately no escape for us from living and being in the existential, vocational, and institutional questions that are everywhere now raised by the Great Punctuation. Our only choice in this regard is whether to maintain the false bliss of sleep-walking ignorance, or instead to awaken and accommodate the transformative perturbations of the evolutionary matrix.

This, I feel, is why life is presently most rewarding to those of us who choose to reside mindfully in these three realms of questioning, rather than obliviously dwell in the past of their former institutionalized answers.

Hence the purpose of our monthly Vocational Awakening dialogue sessions: to aid us in mindfully traversing the phase of spiritual adolescence that characterizes our present role as between-age migrants of the Great Punctuation.


