LIFEKIND FOREVER

It appears to me that the tendency of mind to infiltrate and control matter is a law of nature . . . . The infiltration of mind into the universe will not be permanently halted by any catastrophe or by any barrier that I can imagine. If our species does not choose to lead the way, others will do so, or may already have done so. If our species is extinguished, others will be wiser or luckier. Mind is patient. Mind has waited for 3 billion years on this planet before composing its first string quartet. It may have to wait for another 3 billion years before it spreads all over the galaxy. I do not expect that it will have to wait so long. But if necessary, it will wait. The universe is like a fertile soil spread out all around us, ready for the seeds of mind to sprout and grow. Ultimately, late or soon, mind will come into its heritage. What will mind choose to do when it informs and controls the universe? That is a question which we cannot hope to answer. –Freeman Dyson, Infinite in All Directions
In the beginning

(scientific version)

Earth was a sterile sphere

of boiling oceans and barren rock.

No living thing drew breath,

nor moved upon the face of the deep,

until the spark of serial immortality was struck,

commanding: "let there be life."

And there was life.

Earth's rock steadily eroded

while the soil of that erosion brought forth fruit.

Lifekind flourished,

and transformed Earth's barren surface

to a thriving global household.

Should lifekind exist elsewhere among the stars,

there also it must take exception

to the usual way of things.

The ordinary course of events is dissipation:

burning up,

wearing out,

running down,

becoming less...

while lifekind increases.

The command to bring forth life

is stronger than our anti-lifekind blunderings.

We have the power to eliminate many species

including, perhaps, our own.

Yet the power of lifekind overall

is greater than any force that we unleash.

Lifekind continues to flourish in

Hiroshima,

Nagasaki,

Alamagordo

and Bikini.
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