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Class #2 Preparations: Embodying God’s Faith
Reading Assignment
Please purchase Ernest Holmes’ The Philosophy of Jesus for the World Today, or print out the e-mailed manuscript so that you can make helpful marks and mindful notes on what you read.  Since it is impossible in a single reading to fully grasp the breadth and depth of Holmes’ material, after your initial reading of each week’s assignment in its entirety, you are urged to review and examine it as directed.. 
Please read the six-page course overview before reading chapters 1 and 2 (pp. 1-7) of The Philosophy of Jesus for the World Today. After reading the chapters straight through, please reread and study them and second and third time as directed below.
Second Reading: Main topics and themes
NOTE: citations from the reading assignment are by chapter/paragraph number.
1. The nature and law of spiritual power. PJ 1/5-11, 13-14
2. Access to spiritual power. PJ 2/11, 16-17, 26-27
3. Compliance with spiritual power. PJ 1/7, 12, 17, 28; 2/6-8
4. Application and demonstration of spiritual power. PJ 1/6, 22-23, 25; 2/13-22
5. Misapplication of spiritual power. PJ 1/20: 2/2-3, 24-25, 28
6. The nature and exercise of God’s self-knowing faith. PJ 1/15, 20-21; 2/3-5, 8, 21-22
7. Acknowledging (honoring) God’s self-knowing faith. PJ 1/11; 2/5
8. Accepting (embodying) God’s self-knowing faith. PJ 1/11, 27; 2/9, 12
9. Allowing (practicing) God’s self-knowing faith. PJ 2/21
Third Reading: Thought-full questions for class discussion
Be prepared to discuss the following questions about Jesus’ philosophy:
· If the ground state of my believing is the self-knowing activity of God in, through, and as me, then to modify the outcome of my believing I must alter the perceptual ground of my self-knowing.  Is there presently any outcome that I would thus like to alter?
· Ernest Holmes, like Jesus, advocates being “born again”, i.e., “born into a complete conviction of the Presence and the Power and the Activity of God in and through us.” [PJ, 1/26]  Is it our conviction that incarnates God’s presence, power and activity in us, or does our conviction rather allow us to realize what is already so? Is it we who possess God’s inner presence, etc., or is it God’s inner presence, etc., that possesses us?
· Is it possible to be ungodly, or can we at worst be only non-godlike?

· What is “the key that unlocks the doorway to the Power greater than we are”? [PJ, 1/4]
· What do the following terms and statements mean to me:

· having faith
· “…we all have faith [and] are mostly using it in reverse.” [PJ, 1/15]
· “…coming into close cooperation with the Presence that made us and the Power that sustains us” and “…become intimate with that Divine Presence which flows through everything”? [PJ, 1/28 and 2/10]
· “Out of this communion comes a Divine authority…” [PJ, 2/21]

Be prepared to discuss the following questions about your application of Jesus’ philosophy:

· How would my life be different if I more mindfully applied God’s self-knowing faith?
· In what way may it be said that I am always applying God’s self-knowing faith?

· How does my application of God’s self-knowing faith differ from Jesus’ application? 
· What would it take for me to apply God’s self-knowing faith as fully as Jesus did?
Class #3 Preparations: Right Relationship to God’s Faith
Reading Assignment
Please review the six-page course overview before reading chapters 3 and 4 (pp. 7-12) of The Philosophy of Jesus for the World Today. After reading the chapters straight through, please reread and study them a second and third time as directed below.
Second Reading: Main topics and themes
1. The fundamental elements of God’s faith. PJ 3/9-18
2. Right relationship to and exercise of God’s faith. PJ 3/7-8, 13, 15; 4/27-32
3. Praying aright. PJ 3/1, 5-6
4. How and when is prayer effective? PJ 3/8-13 plus citations for the next question
5. What is the Law of Mind, and how does it function? PJ 3/1, 3, 8, 19-22; 4/2-6, 10-13, 16-19, 22
6. How is affirmative consciousness developed? PJ 4/23-28
Third Reading: Thought-full questions for class discussion
Be prepared to discuss the following questions about Jesus’ philosophy:

· In these two chapters Ernest Holmes tells us how to go about being “born again” as defined in PJ, 1/26. In other words, Holmes tells us how to go about being the mindful presence, power, and activity of God incarnate. In doing so he defines this “born again” relationship to God’s faith in terms of at least six qualities.  What are these qualities? 
· In what way does prayer qualify as a “science”?
· What do the following terms and statements mean to me:

· good
· healing

· “…we should expect signs following our prayers of faith [PJ, 3/3]
· “It is communion that gives us faith” [PJ, 3/11]
· “…we might be keeping [success and happiness] away from us without knowing it.” [PJ, 4/2]
· “…we are thinking and acting centers in this Mind… [PJ, 4/4]
· “…we had better pray without ceasing.” [PJ, 4/17]
· “The sum total of all our thinking really decides what is going to happen to us.” [PJ, 4/19]
· “We have no one to prove this to but ourself” [PJ, 4/31]
· We have no authority for what we do other than the authority of what happens when we do it.” [PJ, 4/31]

·  “…we have nothing to give the world unless we have first proved it.” [PJ, 4/32]
Be prepared to discuss the following questions about your application of Jesus’ philosophy:

· As understood by Holmes, with reference to the existential questions “Why am I here?” and “What is life’s purpose?” Jesus proclaimed that each of us is here to be the realized self-knowing presence, power, and activity of God on Earth. How do you relate to this proclamation?
· What, if anything, distinguishes God’s self-knowing-and-executing faith from the sum total of my thinking?
· How may I transcend my limited thinking in order to have God’s self-knowing-and executing faith?
Class #4 Preparations: Realizing Godlike Faith
Reading Assignment
Please review the six-page course overview before reading chapters 5-7 (pp. 12-20) of The Philosophy of Jesus for the World Today. After reading the chapters straight through, please reread and study them a second and third time as directed below.
Second Reading: Main topics and themes
1. Being securely in one’s incarnation of God’s faith. PJ 5/4-16, 23-27
2. The “mental prescription” for healing. PJ 5/5, 17-20 
3. Living in harmony with Life. PJ 7/6-9, 21-27
4. Personalizing Spirit. PJ 6/6-19
5. The foundation of inclusivity. PJ 6/20-26
6. Being one’s own physician. PJ 7/10-20
Third Reading: Thought-full questions for class discussion
Be prepared to discuss the following questions about Jesus’ philosophy:
· What does it mean to “change our thought patterns”? [PJ 5/1] Are we to change the pattern of our thinking’s content, or of its context? Or are we to change them both? Is either of these changes more self-empowering than the other?
· How does the kind of knowing that Holmes describes in PJ 5/3 differ from knowing that 2 + 2 = 4? Which of these two kinds of knowing is most equivalent to knowing that God in me, as me, is me? Does either of these two kinds of knowing have greater depth of conviction? 
· What distinguishes “the Son of the living God” from “the living Son of God”? [PJ 5/18]
· What do the following terms and statements mean to me:

· “God-intended man” [PJ, 5/16]
· “…we need each other more than we realize.” [PJ, 6/1]
· (“…forgive them, for they know not what they do.” [PJ, 6/5] 

· “…something that dominates without effort…” [PJ, 6/13]
· “The one who finds himself in God will discover God in others.” [PJ, 6/18]
· “…living from this center…” [PJ, 6/22]
· “…all human relationships simmer down to getting along with one another.” [PJ, 7/4]
· “…so that nature…can flow through your thought and body and actions in an unobstructed manner.” [PJ, 7/11]
Be prepared to discuss the following questions about your application of Jesus’ philosophy:

· What are the principle challenges to my having an unobstructed Godlike faith?
· What would contribute most to my being more fully a God-intended person?
Class #5 Preparations: Reversing Non-Godlike Faith
Reading Assignment
Please review the six-page course overview before reading chapters 8-10 (pp. 20-27) of The Philosophy of Jesus for the World Today. After reading the chapters straight through, please reread and study them a second and third time as directed below.
Second Reading: Main topics and themes
1. The source of disharmony. PJ 8/1, 3, 5
2. The foundation of spiritual wisdom PJ 8/2, 4 
3. Applying spiritual wisdom PJ 8, 6-11
4. Rooting ourselves in the self-knowing faith of God. PJ 9/1-10
5. Nourishing the self-knowing faith of God. PJ 9/11-18, 23
6. Ceasing to compromise (short-circuit) the self-knowing faith of God. PJ 9/11, 15, 19-22

7. Affirming our good.  PJ 10/1-9
7. Demonstrating our good.  PJ 10/10-16
Third Reading: Thought-full questions for class discussion
Be prepared to discuss the following questions about Jesus’ philosophy:
· How does a tree demonstrate the mind/body connection? [PJ 9/3, 11-14]
· What is the difference between force and power? [PJ 9/3-4, 7-11]
· What is the difference between prayer and meditation? [PJ 9/15-17]
· What do the following terms and statements mean to me:

· wisdom

· “Everything would be all right if we understood it.” [PJ 8/4]
· “…every man’s experience emanates from himself, while his life emanates from God.” [PJ, 8/4]
· “…everything of a discordant nature in our lives has been introduced…” [PJ 8/5]
· “Life is living Itself in us and through us.” [PJ 8/9]
· “…include ourselves in God’s creation.” [PJ 9/13-14]
· “There is nothing to be afraid of in God’s world….” [PJ 9/22]
· “…partnership with the Infinite…” [PJ 10/8]
· “…reverse [the] process of thinking and then the miracle takes place…” [PJ 10/11]
· “…when we have rendered unto God the things that are God’s Caesar will be taken care of.” [PJ 10/13]
Be prepared to discuss the following questions about your application of Jesus’ philosophy:

· How do I compromise the self-knowing-and-executing faith of God?
· How may I be more affirmative of the self-knowing-and-executing faith of God?
· How may I be more demonstrative of the self-knowing-and-executing faith of God?

Class #6 Preparations: Raising Your Allowance of God’s Faith
Reading Assignment
Please review the six-page course overview before reading chapters 11-13 (pp. 27-34) of The Philosophy of Jesus for the World Today. After reading the chapters straight through, please reread and study them a second and third time as directed below.
Second Reading: Main topics and themes
1. Right relationship to problems. PJ 11/1-11 
2. Releasing negative burdens. PJ 11/12-16
3. The dynamics of “conversion”. PJ 11/17-22
4. The nature of spiritual compliance.  PJ 12/1-13 (see also item 3 in preparations for class 2)
5. Right relationship to conditions. PJ 12/14--19
6. Transcending conditions. PJ 12/20-24
7. The quest for wholeness. PJ 13/1-4
8. Accepting our wholeness. PJ 13/5-15
9. Embracing our wholeness. PJ 13/16-20
Third Reading: Thought-full questions for class discussion
Be prepared to discuss the following questions about Jesus’ philosophy:
· When is our acceptance of God’s self-knowing-and-executing faith complete?
· Why need we not deny the reality of our problems? [PJ 11/2]
· How do we best “join ourselves with the Spiritual cause of everything?” [PJ 11/8]
· Elsewhere Ernest Holmes wrote, “We are bound because we are first free.” [SOM, 37/1 & 133/6]  In light of PJ 12/1-3, what does this statement mean to you?

· How does one “put things together rightly?” [PJ 12/6]

· How do we reach beyond present conditions? [PJ 12/14]

· Why does finding God in ourselves precede our finding God in others? [PJ 13/12]

· How can we see God in human events? [PJ 13/20]

· What do the following terms and statements mean to me:

· acceptance
· “…believe with our whole being…” [PJ 11/3]
· “…a direct relationship to the Spirit…” [PJ 11/5]

· “…know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” [PJ 11/10]

· “…complete abandonment of our faith to spiritual Law.” [PJ 11/10]

· “We have not experimented with [our faith] enough.” [PJ 12/11]
· “A man’s enemies shall be those of his own household.” [PJ 12/11]

· “Nothing can oppose us but our own belief.” [PJ 12/21]

· “…affirm that God in us is happy.” [PJ 12/23]

· “…everyone is searching for [an experience of wholeness].” [PJ 13/1]
· “ …the greatest self-expression includes our relationship with others…” [PJ 13/7]

· “The searcher after God must learn to forgive himself and everyone else, to forget even his own weaknesses as he seeks strength.” [PJ 13/12]
·  “…we need not be afraid of becoming childlike.” [PJ 13/17]
Be prepared to discuss the following questions about your application of Jesus’ philosophy:

· What burdens, etc. prevent me from authentically embodying and exemplifying God’s faith?
· How do I exercise my freedom in ways that bind me?
· How may I give greater self-expression to God’s self-knowing-and-actualizing faith within me?

Course Song-bag
Now We Are Gathered

Now We Go Onward

There Is a Way

The Lord is My Shepherd

The Spirit of Your Giving

The Lord Doth Love a  Cheerful Giver
Cobwebs and Dust
I Have a Dream
Pass Your Love Around
Happiness Runs
Reach Out and Touch

You Can’t Kill the Spirit

Song of the Soul

Hello Love

Never-ending Love

It’s O.K. to Be Unhappy Sometimes

Just on the Other Side

It Sure Is a Wonderful World

Ripple

I Shall Not Be Moved

Last Night I Had the Strangest Dream

I Am a Spiritual Being

Turn on the Sun

Spirit of Life

Beware What You Tell Yourself

