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Course Philosophy: A New Way of Learning
A student is a lamp to be lighted, not a vessel to be filled.
-Nicolay Berdyayev

He not busy being born is busy dying.

-Bob Dylan
Every answer is some question’s tombstone.

-from The Gospel of Yet to Be Common Sense
Because this course focuses on Jesus’ philosophy of Godly self-dominion, it embodies an educational philosophy that likewise supports self-dominion. The fundamental principle of educated self-dominion was proclaimed thousands of years ago in the Tao Te Ching:: “If you would educate a man, fill his belly and empty his mind.”
This principle of educated self-dominion is violated whenever one’s mind is filled with answers, for the most effective way to close one’s mind to further thinking is to allow oneself to be had by one’s conclusions. Right relationship to answers requires instead that we employ them as the means to further liberation that every conclusion provides: a fresh point of departure for emptying our mind of old answers in the light of new questioning. 

To Have or Be Had by the Answer, That Is the Question
It is not the answer that enlightens, but the question.
-Decouvertes
It is the questions we entertain, rather than their answers, which maintain our openness to new thinking. We activate new thinking whenever we view our answers as signposts to further questioning. Alternatively, we passively recycle old thinking whenever our answers become the tombstones of former questioning that has deceased. 
Having answers, rather than being had by them, is a consequence of our ceasing to live in our conclusions:
Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart and try to love the questions themselves like locked rooms and like books that are written in a very foreign tongue. . . . The point is to live everything. Live the questions now. -Ranier Maria Rilke
Those who are busily being born in the womb of new questioning, rather than busily dying in the sarcophagus of outworn answering, have a dynamic view of the student’s role . . .
The student will never surpass the teacher by regarding him as a model rather than a rival.

-Vissarion Belinsky
and of the teacher’s role . . .
It should be the chief aim of a [teacher] to exhibit himself in his own true character-that is, as an ignorant man thinking, actively utilizing his small share of knowledge. . . . We must be aware of ‘inert ideas’ – that is to say, ideas that are merely received into the mind without being utilized, or tested, or thrown into fresh combination. -Alfred North Whitehead
as well as of the spiritual leader’s role:

Every person who allows others to treat him as a spiritual leader has the responsibility to ask himself: Out of all the perceptions available to me in the universe, why am I emphasizing the ignorance of my brothers?  What am I doing in a role where this is real? What kind of standards am I conceiving, in which so many people are seen to be in suffering, while I am the enlightened one? -Thaddeus Golas
On Being About What Jesus Was About
Life is not a problem to be solved, nor a question to be answered. 
Life is a mystery to be experienced.
-Alan Watts
In keeping with the foregoing philosophy of educated self-dominion, this course’s view of Jesus’ teachings empowers our own self-dominion, as does all of New Thought. For while Christianity presents Jesus as the answer to all of our questions, New Thought presents Jesus as a question to all of our answers. Unlike Christianity, which is entirely about Jesus, New Thought is instead entirely what Jesus is about. Accordingly, this course is more dedicated to questioning our answers than to answering our questions. It empowers us to swim in our questions via continuous inquiry, rather than to sink in our answers via discontinuation of inquiry, which induces such symptoms of close-mindedness as “the paralysis of analysis” and “hardening of the categories.”.
Only via continuous inquiry may we look for God in all of the right places, as designated by Alan Cohen: “If you want to find God, hang out in the spaces between your thoughts.”
Appreciating Our Worth
The deepest principle in human nature is the craving to be appreciated. 
-William James
This course honors Ralph Waldo Emerson’s recognition of Jesus’ relationship to our craving to be appreciated:
Jesus Christ belonged to the true race of prophets.  He saw with open eyes the mystery of the soul... He saw that God incarnates himself in man and evermore goes forth anew to take possession of this world ... He declared he was God; thus He is, and as I think, the only soul in history who has appreciated the worth of man.
As any broker or appraiser of real estate knows, “appreciation” of worth results in an increase of value. Accordingly, this course facilitates an increase of its students’ value, which occurs as we emulate Jesus’ appreciation of the Godly worth that all of us, as did he, incarnate equally.
-Noel Frederick McInnis
Further Perspectives on Living the Questions
Life, all life, is about asking questions, not about knowing the answers. It is wanting to see what’s over the next hill that keeps us all going. You have to keep asking questions, wanting to understand. Even when we know we’ll never find the answer, we have to keep on asking the questions. –Allie Keys [as Leslie Bohem] in Taken
The answer to having a better life is not about getting a better life, it's just about changing how we see the one we have right now. -Angel Kyodo Williams
Others are best served when they are directed back to themselves for their answers.  All paths lead to God and each is a very personal and private matter. You stay in integrity with yourself and with others by facilitating the process for each to return to his/her Source, going within instead of without. -Bobbie Gonder
The answer lies in the person who answers.  I like that “lies.”  It is a lie if anyone thinks he has the right answer.  He has only his own answer. –Barry Stevens

Religion always needs defending; truth never does for it is self-revealing, self-vindicating, self-evident… Your answers to the riddle of life lie not "outside," but rather reside where you least expected to find them...within yourself, for you are an endless repository of truth yet to be discovered. -Ransom L. Webster
Every question possesses a power that does not lie in the answer. -Elie Wiesel
When the mind is exhausted in trying to find the answer, the answer dawns. –Vernon Howard
