To Mary, concerning her question about Jesus

From Noel McInnis, concerning his relationship to Jesus

Here is some material (minus the two CD’s that I already left at your mailbox a couple of weeks ago) that I am distributing to the 89 other members of Frances Lancaster’s network of northwest New Thought ministers. It represents both my ongoing forgiveness-related ministry and my new teaching ministry at New West Seminary, of which I will also be appointed as its chaplain later this year.

I am deeply grateful to you for raising the question of our relationship with Jesus in last Tuesday’s class. I have never before heard that question addressed in a New Thought church, which is a situation I endeavored to redeem several years ago via an online project designed to address the question throughout the New Thought movement as a whole while at the same time creating positive awareness of New Thought in the global non-New Thought Christian community.

The “Philosophy of Jesus Forum,” an e-mail and chat-room based discussion format in which hundreds enrolled to participate, was based on Ernest Holmes’ out-of print The Philosophy of Jesus for the World Today, Charles Fillmore’s Jesus Christ Heals (the full text of which is available online), and John Randolph Price’s The Jesus Code. I required UCRS’s permission to use Ernest’s book, which I had digitally transcribed to be e-mailed lesson by lesson to project participants and/or put on my Newthought.net website. Based on my thorough and successful 13-week test run of the forum with several New Thought ministers, I received UCRS’s permission, and proceeded to announce the project on my website and via an e-mailing to the 4000 New Thought persons with whom I was then networking.

Nearly 300 ministers, practitioners and teachers from Religious Science (all four denominations), Unity and Divine Science, enrolled in the 13-week (for 13 lessons) online forum. Many planned to conduct subsequent discussions in their own local online forums and/or in their churches. Several dozen non-New Thought Christians were also enrolled, including two Assembly of God members for whom I was part of a support system that assisted them in becoming Religious Science practitioners, and who were in turn enrolling other AOG Christians that also suspected there was more to Jesus than they were being told.

A change of personnel at UCRS abruptly terminated the project the very week it was to have begun. The new regime withdrew permission to use Holmes’ book for fear that the project would cause a Christian backlash and/or an “inappropriate growth” of the Religious Science movement. 

Inappropriate growth?(??!!!*#&*) Unwilling to proceed without the Holmes text as the forum’s central reference point, I was devastatingly disappointed, yet I immediately went through another door whose opening was available to me upon the closing of the door to the POJ forum. And I shook from my feet the dust of UCRS and affiliated with ANTN.

I always keep several doors open to the expression of spirit within me, so as myself to be open to the least resistant path to spirits’ movement in and as me. For example, for 50 years I have spent hundreds of hours envisioning a seminary chaplaincy in vivid detail, knowing that a door thereto would one day open of its own accord by dint of the grace that invariably shows up wherever opportunity is met by preparation, á la the world-famous statement about commitment that ends with the quote from Goethe. This is the strategy that opened the door to my managing editorship of Marilyn Ferguson’s Brain/Mind Bulletin from 1980-83, my subsequent editorship of Barbara Marx Hubbard’s Book of Co-Creation, and my co-authorship of The Power of Commitment (published by Science of Mind publications in 1989).

Since moving to Wilsonville, I have found several doors that are open to various endeavors for which I have been preparing myself (some since 1965), including that of a local publisher for my forthcoming book on self-forgiveness (Forgiving Myself: Being Who I Am by Forgiving Who I Am Not).  

All of which now brings me to my question for you: is LEC’s relationship to Jesus such that a course in “The Philosophy of Jesus” is a possibility? If so, I would love to be involved in its creation and fruition. My “credentials” for doing so are contained in my description of the original Philosophy of Jesus Project –especially the material on Jesus and Religious Science that is hotlinked thereto – which I keep on my website knowing that God never says no to an inspired idea, only “yes” and “not yet.” Please visit me at www.newthought.net/Jesus. Perhaps a “yet” is now at hand. 

And, in any event, I would enjoy sharing more with you concerning our respective relationships to Jesus.

