The Tao Te Ching articulates this paradox as follows:

The Tao [i.e., the unchanging] creates the One;

the One creates the Two;

the Two create the Three;

and the Three create the Ten Thousand Things.

In the 11th sutra of the Tao Te Ching, the emergence of multiplicity from the unchanging no-thingness of the void, the relationship between that which is always changing and that which never does, is described with such profundity that multiple translations are required to fully appreciate it:

Thirty spokes are made one by holes in a hub,

By vacancies joining them for a wheel's use;

The use of clay in molding pitchers

Comes from the hollowing of its absence;

Doors, windows, in a house,

Are used for their emptiness;

Thus are we helped by what is not

To use what is.

Thirty spokes will converge in the hub of a wheel;

But the use of the cart will depend on the part of the hub that is void.

With a wall all around a clay bowl is molded;

But the use of the bowl will depend on the part of the bowl that is void.

Cut out windows and doors in the house as you build;

But the use of the house will depend on the space in the walls that is void.

So advantage is had from whatever is there; 

But usefulness arises from whatever is not.

The wheel’s hub holds thirty spokes.

Utility depends on the hole through the hub.

The potter’s clay forms a vessel.

It is the space within that serves.

A house is built with solid walls.

The nothingness of window and door alone renders it usable.

That which exists may be transformed.

What is non-existent has boundless uses.

Thirty spokes are joined at the hub.

From their non-being arises the function of the wheel.

Lumps of clay are shaped into a vessel.

From their non-being arises the function of the vessel.

Doors and windows are constructed together to make a chamber.

From their non-being arises the function of the chamber.

Therefore, as individual beings, these things are useful materials.

Constructed together in their non-being, they give rise to function.

A modern equivalent of the wheel, bowl and house are the punch-cards by which data was processed in early models of computers.  It was the punched out holes in the cards—what was non-existent—that represented the data.

Ernest Holmes honored the wisdom of the Tao Te Ching by twice citing one of its most famous passages in The Science of Mind textbook:  “To the man who can practice perfect inaction, all things are possible.”  A profound understanding of “perfect inaction” is represented in the following (edited) poem of a 14th century Samurai:

I have no parents, 

     I make the heavens and Earth my parents.

I have no home,

     I make awareness my home.

I have no life and death,

     I make the tides of my breathing my life and death.

I have no guidance

     I offer being myself as my guidance.

I have no miracles,

     I make right action my miracles.

I have no tactics,

     I make emptiness and fullness my tactics.

I have no armor,

     I make benevolence and righteousness my armor.

I have no enemies,

     Only carelessness is my enemy.

I have no castle,

     I make immovable mind my castle.

I have no sword,

     I make absence of self my sword.

Mahatma Gandhi evoked a similar understanding of the power of “perfect inaction” when he proclaimed, “Be the difference you seek to make.”

