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Beyond Ideas of Right/Wrong Doing
The real voyage of discovery consists

not in seeking new landscapes

but in having new eyes.

–Marcel Proust
As Sufi poet Rumi wrote, “Out beyond ideas of right-doing and wrong-doing there is a field. I will meet you there.” One would not expect to meet there a person whose business it is to resolve wrong-doing. Nonetheless, there is where The Rain Tree’s female detective nicknamed “Rumi” solves her first case after becoming newly ordained to the field of whole-sum consciousness as a New Thought minister.
The venue in which the author of The Rain Tree locates his plot is ultimately less a physical setting than it is a way of seeing things with eyes that are unclouded with conventional thought forms, a dogma-free zone once defined by Methodism’s founder, John Wesley: “Think and let think.” At one point Wesley’s dictum is subtly woven into The Rain Tree’s text, as a signpost for those readers who have new eyes with which to see, and new ears with which to hear.
Author Andrew Murphy’s metaphysical perspective parlays whodunitry into a new realm of howdunitry, wherein holistic clues serve as the villain’s trace elements. Readers as diverse as persons who favor monistic spirituality and those who subscribe to libertarian politics will find much to enjoy in this detective novel, as will those who appreciate rich descriptions of Caribbean island settings.
The physical locale for The Rain Tree’s plot is Saman Island in the Bahamas, the author’s descriptions of which evidence his frequenting thereof. As Murphy himself attests in an on-line interview, “My wife and I spend a lot of time on a small Bahamian island, for me the perfect spot to write a novel using local color and characters. When we’re on-island, I take a plot walk in the morning and write the rest of the day. For me, it’s the best way to enjoy the Caribbean.” 
That Murphy has embraced Saman Island with personal ownership is evident throughout the book, as well as in his reference to it in the interview as “our island” – which, he notes, “actually sports a tree like the one described in the book, a symbol of the strength of the people and a focal point for disseminating information on an island with no newspaper or radio station.” 

Of the book’s heroine Murphy further notes, “Like the tree, Rumi nurtures all who come under her umbra.” This bit of positive umbrage is a clue (though possibly not consciously intended) to the book’s novel perspective on how “the shadow knows”.
After initiating his career path as a high school teacher, Murphy was among those who were drawn to pioneer John F. Kennedy’s New Frontier. Hired as a government intelligence analyst and technical writer, after paying dues as a reporter of detective work Murphy subsequently managed language schools in Peru and Mexico City. 

Prior to writing The Rain Tree Murphy authored 30 textbooks for students of English as a foreign language, plus a series of test preparation books. He also, with wife Teri, co-wrote The Husband’s Manual for men who are willing to own their marriage and the wives who love them for it.
So how did Murphy come to write a metaphysical detective story? He confesses: “I’ve long admired fiction that makes me think, teaches me something I didn’t know, and surprises me with a different twist on an old theme. Like murder. Whodunits rock!” 
Whodunits also give Murphy the opportunity to rock and ruminate freely in the realm beyond right/wrong doing. Accordingly, he says of his book, “The cast and the island ethos represent my spiritual, social, and political philosophy. I wanted to express what I believe through likeable characters rather than by being didactic.”
Murphy has already written The Rain Tree’s sequel, and it promises to be a dilly. It’s even appropriately entitled The Dilly Tree.
*************

For the online interview cited above: http://www.booksandauthors.net/Interviews/AMurphy.html.

Additional web pages devoted to The Rain Tree include:
a plot overview at http://www.prweb.com/releases/2004/7/prweb138870.htm 
a way of announcing the book to others at http://www.publishamerica.com/greetingcardpro/createcard1.asp?PostCardID=4407 
Individual copies of The Rain Tree may be purchased (as of 1/3/05) from AllDirect.com for $18.66, and from Amazon.com for $21.95. Discounted multiple copies for resale may be purchased from distributors Baker & Taylor, Ingram, or directly from the publisher, Publish America, at 301/695-1707.
