As a New West student and future minister, I often find myself inquiring into deeper levels of understanding that are further expansive of what my classes have to offer.  More often than not I have found myself with more questions upon leaving a class than answers, and craving an opportunity to explore at a deeper level both the inquiry thus generated and my current experiences as a New West student and future minister.

Upon sharing my own needs for such exploration with classmates and instructors, I found I was not alone in my desire for a more substantial sense of community and sharing among students and faculty at New West. It is with this in mind that I am proposing an opportunity to come together in expansion of the personal and collective consciousness of New West Seminary students and faculty, on behalf of our further awakening to our ministerial calling. 

True community nurtures its experience of community. On behalf of such nurturance, I propose the formation of a Vocational Awakening Dialogue group in which to experience mutually self-nurturing exchange as we jointly explore the questions that are common to our varied classroom-related and other experiences, as well as address those circumstances that are most supportive of or distractive to our calling.

This group would function as an ongrowing self-organizing entity, and be jointly coordinated by New West Seminary’s chaplain-to-be, Rev. Noel McInnis, myself, and Marty Geltz. Its members would participate in a lightly structured, dialogic free-flow of ideas and experiences that are pertinent to our respective purposes for attending New West Seminary. 

Formalization of the group’s procedure would take place at its first gathering, with the intention of meeting at least once monthly, possibly late Sunday afternoons or evenings, in a format that facilitates mutual explorations of our vocational aspirations and preparations. The format would include music, meditation, discussion, visualization, and other awareness-expanding activity.  

My questions to you are…

Would you like to participate in such a group?

What would move you to participate?

What would keep you from participating?

Please look upon this as an opportunity for the expansion of our individual and shared vocational consciousness, not only for yourself, but for New West Seminary overall as a growing New Thought community.  

I look forward to your reply.

Peace and Blessings

Daniel Soule

Awakening to Our Vocation

Each of us is a walking universe. Our inner space spans huge differences, with unreachable horizons in all directions. We contain black holes of lost memory and white holes of erupting joy. A mysterious center of gravity keeps all our mental processes in delicate balance. To change this vast, intricate, ever-evolving system, you must know how to overturn worlds. The only person who can do this is the god who presides over this inner cosmos, and when I presume to break into a patient's mind, it is to implant the idea that he is that god. By thinking, feeling and acting, he is altering the universe that is himself. If a person can gain that insight, even in a brief glimpse, anything in his life can change.  -Deepak Chopra, Unconditional Life

Let us walk gently among each other’s minds, cultivating harmonious rhythms.

—Sky Garner
