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The Questions in Our Treasure Quest

Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart and try to love the questions themselves like locked rooms and like books that are written in a very foreign tongue. . . . The point is to live everything. Live the questions now.” -Rainier Maria Rilke
At best we can have only proximate solutions to insoluble problems. -Reinhold Niebuhr
The greatest requirement of our age is tolerance of ambiguity. -Paul Tillich
Ruth Miller, who is unable to attend our meeting in person this evening, is nonetheless very much present via her response to the e-mailed announcement of our meeting, which addressed the individual and concerted implications of the “fading archetypes” of ministry and church as follows:

I'm honored to be included in this august group, but my schedule for the rest of the spring has me in Grants Pass on weeknights, so I won't be able to participate.

It has been a topic of concern for all of our New West graduates--and most of the faculty--as we move into the emerging culture, which is not, unlike that of our forefathers/mothers, built around the village church.

As the church is no longer the center of community, so the pastor is no longer a central figure. And, as the temple of the spirit is recognized as inside us, so the role of priest/ess is transformed.  

At the same time, the role of prophet is re-emerging, and the roles of teacher and healer have been distributed to virtually every sector of the society.

In that context, I, for one, have chosen the path of teacher & spiritual guide as the form for my ministry.

I wish you all well in the conversation!   -Ruth Miller

The announcement to which Ruth was responding listed several questions that prospective and active ministers are now and for the foreseeable future ongoingly required to live in, the overall question being:

What does it mean to be a minister in today’s world?

The New Thought perspective translates this overall question into:

What does it mean to serve others on behalf of Truth in today’s world?

From the latter question a legion of related questions emerges:

· What will/does my Truth-serving ministry look like?

· With what challenges (administrative, doctrinal, personal, political, etc.) will my Truth-serving ministry be (or already is) faced?

· What will be/is my Truth-serving ministry’s objective?

· How I do I best prepare for and/or maintain my Truth-serving ministry?

· How will/does my Truth-serving ministry impact my family, spousal, and other interpersonal relationships?

· How will/does my Truth-serving ministry impact my inTRApersonal relationships? (Ministers do have to live first of all with themselves, don’t they?)

· How will/does my Truth-serving ministry impact others’ expectations of me as well as my expectations of myself?

· How am I to be spiritually, emotionally, relationally, and financially supported in the work of my Truth-serving ministry?

· How am I to prepare myself to deal effectively with the ongoing unexpected consequences of daring to be a Truth-serving minister?

· How will/do I balance the twin demands of organizational administration (sometimes tedious) and spiritual facilitation (often exhilarating) that every Truth-serving minister faces?

The larger all-embracing mega-question that we collectively are at present living in is:

How does one live in, with, and as the questions that we raise for ourselves, individually and as a student-faculty-alumni community, by our choice to serve others on behalf of Truth in today’s world? 

The larger all-embracing meta-question that we collectively are living in is:

How do we embrace in Truth our own illusory experiences of being separated from Truth?
The ongoing and ongrowing agenda of the Vocational Awakening Dialog group is to mindfully address these questions individually from day to day and concertedly in monthly meetings, and (for those of us who are so inclined) to do so concertedly between meetings as well, via a technology of e-mail exchange that is analogous to an online chat room.
