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Refuse the Gift

The Buddha once visited a village in India where people flocked to listen to him. One young man became so spellbound that he lost all sense of time, forgetting his duties on his father's farm. The father sent his other son to find him but he also became captivated by the Buddha's words. Soon another son was sent and the same thing happened.

The father furiously made his way through the village to find them himself. Pushing his way through the crowd, he confronted the Buddha with an angry tirade of abuse, accusing him of enticing young people away from their responsibilities instead of teaching them the value of hard work and loyalty to their parents.

The Buddha smiled and said "My friend, if I come to visit your house bearing a gift and you accept it, whose is it?"

"Mine, of course" the father replied, a bit taken aback.

"And if you were to refuse the gift, who would it belong to then?" The man was very irritated by this point but replied, "Yours, but what has this to do with anything?"

Buddha then said, "Your gift to me right now is anger, and I refuse to accept it. So, it remains with you."
How I know I have forgiven someone is that he or she has harmless passage in my mind. Nor can anyone else's passage in my mind be any more harmless than the passage therein that I grant to myself. 

The fundamental difficulty with all forgiveness is that so long as I harbor unforgiveness in my mind - harborage that no one else can grant!! - I deny even to myself harmless passage therein.

There is no place for judgment in the mind of a master. There is only observation. The master observes, but never judges. The master simply watches. First he watches the action, then he watches the result. The master is content to let the student experience the results of his own actions, rather than correcting the student. If the student experiences negative results long enough, he will come to the master and say, “Master, I keep hurting myself doing this. How can I stop hurting myself in this way?” 

The master will rarely respond with an answer, but almost always simply repeat the question. “That is a good question,” the master will say. “How can you stop hurting yourself this way?” The student will then discover the answer on his own, calling it forth from within, thereby coming to wisdom. Had the master given an answer, the student would have come to knowledge. Yet it was the master’s intent that the student should come to wisdom. The two are not the same.

If I were a master, I would answer you now with your own question. “That is a good question,” I would say. “How can you help stop the abuse of animals?” You would then come to your own answer; the answer that is suited to you, that is true for you. You will come to this if you ask yourself the question often enough; if you dwell in the question, and if you live whatever answers come to you. Soon—sooner or later—you will come to the answer that is true for you. This is the only answer which matters. In truth, it is the only answer there is.

This is how it is, not only with regard to questions and concerns regarding animal abuse, but with regard to every question ever asked by anyone. Unfortunately, we have become very impatient to know the answers to all the mysteries of life. We don’t want to wait. We don’t want to have to figure them out for ourselves. And we certainly don’t want to have to stand responsible for the result. 

So we have taken to looking to Others for the answer. I’ve capitalized “others” there because we think of these “others” as The Ones with The Answer—and so their name deserves capitalization, no?
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VOD Grist
Concerning what God has in mind with regard to children and their purposes and missions, I must disabuse you of the notion that there is any purpose or mission whatsoever. Your question implies that God has something in mind when these children are created, and then they have to live up to that. Reread Conversations with God again and you will see that there is no such mission established by God. If God were to establish a special mission for a child, why would God then keep it a secret from that child? 

The purpose of life is for us to decide what our mission is and who we are in relationship to that, not to discover what mission God gave us when we were born. Life is not a process of discovery; it is a process of creation.
