The Science of Causing Outcomes and the Role of Consciousness
THE OVERALL SCOPE AND PARAMETERS OF OUR LEADING EDGE INQUIRY
Until the Scientific Revolution of the seventeenth century, meaning flowed from ourselves to the world; afterward, meaning flowed from the world to us. - John D. Barrow
INTERVIEW OBJECTIVES:

· To elicit a brief summary of the scope, significance, and implications of the interviewee’s study and research.

· To determine how the interviewee’s study and research enlarges the standard model of causing outcomes – i.e., of planning, prioritizing, goal-setting, motivating, time management, etc.

· To determine how the interviewee’s study and research contributes to an understanding of the nature, dynamics and power of consciousness generally, and of intentionality in particular.

INTERVIEW CONTEXT:

The presumption of consciousness, and especially of a change-causing role for consciousness raises several questions:

· The question of materiality: 
· Is consciousness a material (or immaterial?) actuality, or is it merely a perceptual construct?

· Is consciousness a material process – i..e., does matter think?

· How do consciousness and the material world interface with and impact upon one another?
· The question of reality: 
· Is reality the product of exclusively material agencies?

· Is there a realm of existence that transcends the material realm, and is therefore intangible to our physical senses and their technological extensions (microscopes, telescopes, EEG’s, etc.)?
· The question of instrumentality: 
· Is consciousness instrumental of change, either passively, actively or both, and how is it thus?
· The question of causal agency: 
· Does consciousness have causal efficacy, and if so, how?
· The question of information: 
· Does consciousness originate information, or does it merely process information that originates otherwise?
· The question of meaning:
· Is meaning inherent in the world, or only in our awareness of the world (see Barrow quotation above)?

· The question of selfhood: 
· Is there an actual, definable and locatable self that is conscious, or is “self” merely a projected perceptual construct that has neither actual nor virtual reality?

· If tself does exist, what is it?  Is it a discrete something that one embodies, or merely a metaphor signifying something real not presently understood?
· If self does exist, is it located within the body and projected outward, beyond the body and tuned into, or both?

INTERVIEW SCOPE:

· What does your study and research reveal about the causation of outcomes?

· What does your study and research reveal about the nature, dynamics and power of consciousness generally, and of intentionality in particular?
· What does your study and research reveal about the interface of consciousness and matter and the nature of “self”?
INTERVIEW PARAMETERS:

What is the overall scope, significance and implication of your study and research?

· How were your research findings established?

· What conclusions have you drawn from your research, and how are they established?

· What do you say to your detractors?

· What is the leading edge of your current study and research?

How does your study and research relate to the science of causing outcomes? 

· How is change intentionally initiated, generated, and established? 

· Is there a definable science of causing change (i.e., of causing new outcomes)?

· Is every act of observation participatory in the causation of outcomes (as maintained by John Archibald Wheeler and others), and if so, how is the act of observation thereby instrumental? As also maintained by Wheeler, are “its” (material manifestations) the effect of “bits” (information), i.e., are energy and matter the outcomes of information dynamism?
· Do communicative exchanges take place other than those which are verbal, intonational, gestured, or otherwise materially conveyed via audible, visible or other known physically mediated signals? 

· Is there a massless medium of interchange other than that of rarely detected neutrinos?

What has your study and research revealed about the nature, dynamics and impact of consciousness generally, and of intentionality in particular?

· How does your research contribute to our understanding of consciousness in general? 
· Is there a principle of consciousness?
· Can consciousness be accounted for entirely in terms of physicality? is consciousness no more than matter “thinking”? 
·  What is the role of consciousness in the initiation, generation and establishment of change?

· Does consciousness have causal efficacy, and if so what is its role in the science of causing outcomes? Is it capable of changing material and environmental conditions in the absence of detectable physical mediation or intervention? Can thoughts directly cause coincident and complementary responses from the material world?

· What are the nature, dynamics, and extent of conscious influence, and how does one command its influence? 

· Is consciousness a phenomenon in its own right, or merely an incidental, immaterial and epiphenomenal byproduct – a shadow, as it were – that is evidential of something else?

· Is consciousness a direct product of material dynamism, an emergent product thereof, or both?

· Is consciousness in whole or in part a direct and/or emergent product of one or more non-material dynamisms?

· Is consciousness a particle phenomenon, a field phenomenon, neither of the two, or both?

· How does your research contribute to our understanding of the nature, dynamics, and influence of perception? Is perceptual influence subject to mindfully conscious command?

· How does your research contribute to our understanding of the nature, dynamics, and influence of intentionality? Is intentional influence subject to mindfully conscious command?
· Do perceptions and/or intentions bring reality into being, or are they merely interpretive mental constructs? 

· Do perceptions and/or intentions have causal influence on the physical realm other than that effected by direct physical effort and/or transmitted by spoken, written, gestured, or other physical communications? 

· Do intentions produce only effects in one’s outer circumstantial milieu, or do they also trigger co-responding causal reciprocity? (As, for instance, in the oft-quoted statement about commitment: “The moment one definitely commits oneself, then providence moves, too. All sorts of things occur to help one that would never otherwise have occurred. A whole stream of events issues from the decision, raising in one's favor all manner of unforeseen incidents and meetings and material assistance, which no man could have dreamt would have come his way.”)
· Is there any medium of “providence” other than that of material physicality by which the physical realm may be induced to “move” in response to conscious intent? 

· How do we best understand 

· the locus of the self?

· the nature and dynamics of the self, individually and collectively?

· the nature and dynamics of command over the self, individually and collectively?

· the impact and influence of the self, individually and collectively, on the world beyond the self?

What has your study and research revealed about the interface of consciousness and matter?

· How is the consciousness/matter interface best described?

· Is there more to the relationship between consciousness and causation of outcomes than is assumed by the standard model of applied consciousness – i.e., of planning, prioritizing, goal-setting, motivating, time management, etc.?
· Is it most accurate to consider consciousness as a priori to physicality, as a substrate of physicality, as super-ordinate to physicality, as epiphenomenal of physicality, or as having no pertinence whatsoever to the domain of physicality?
· Is consciousness entirely an emergent property of matter, or does it have non-material properties as well? In other words, is there a verifiable (whether or not it has yet been verified) non-material dimension of reality, and if so, what is/are/may be the means of its verification?

· Are mental events caused by physical events, or causal of physical events, or both, and in any event how are mental and physical events instrumental of one another? What is the dynamical relationship between mental events (such as, conscious experiences, conscious thoughts, and the subjective conscious aspect of intentional actions) and physical events (in particular, associated brain processes)?

· Is the physicalist hypothesis (that whatever has existence or is causal of existence is comprised exclusively of particle interactions) sufficient to account for the nature and dynamics of all manner of mental events?
· Do causal relationships other than materially mediated ones occur between one’s individual consciousness and the physical world (including other persons and organic forms)?  

· Can all physical events, including those associated with human behavior, be fully accounted for in terms of materiality and the laws of physics, without any reference to mental events? Or do mental events make some difference in the realm of materiality which cannot be entirely explained in terms of physical laws acting upon physical events? If so, what difference do mental events make and how is the difference made?
· By virtue of what properties of the brain and of what physical events therein do outer physical events become correlated with inner mental events?

· Is there a discernable “architecture” to consciousness; and if so, how may its structure be discerned, how is its structure configured, and is its structure causally implicated with the structure of material reality?

· Is there any structural correspondence between the nature of the physical universe, the nature of thought, and the nature of consciousness?

· Are consciousness and matter causally entangled, or are they merely correlated coincidentally? 
· Is there a relationship of mutual entanglement between consciousness and the physical world?
· Is there a relationship of mutual entanglement between consciousness and information? Is consciousness a field, whether individually, collectively or both? Is information a field, whether individually, collectively or both? 
What has your study and research revealed about the relationship between consciousness and information? 

· Is information a particle phenomenon, a field phenomenon, neither of the two, or both?

· Can information be accounted for entirely in terms of materiality?

· Does information have causal efficacy, and If so what is its role in the science of causing outcomes?

Additional inquiries:

· How do you interpret the findings of Benjamin Libet?

